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Moving Into Spring 2022

W

HILE 2021 was still a year
of challenges, it was also a
time of tremendous growth
for NPAT. Thanks to our members,
donors and staff for helping us with this
process. The ongoing pandemic continued
to present challenges for in-person
events, but our chapters adapted and we
became better at virtual programming.
Virtual presentations have the ability to
reach a wider audience than our regular
chapter meetings. But we still miss seeing
each other in person. There is much value
in that too. We plan to offer more inperson workshops and events in the
coming months. Stay tuned!

Maddin Prairie is located in the Rolling Plains and often offers dramatic sky views.

Grief and Hope on
the Rolling Plains
By Michael A. Smith

SAVE THE DATES!

You are invited to Twilight on the
Prairie! on Saturday, April 23 from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Lawther-Deer Park
Prairie. Mingle outdoors with other prairie

enthusiasts for this year’s Houston-area
hoedown! We’ll be celebrating our sup
porters while raising essential funds for
our Lawther-Deer Park Prairie Education Program. Visit texasprairie.org/
twilight-on-the-prairie-2022/ for tickets,
sponsorships, raffle prize, and to donate
to education.
A North Texas Party is planned for
October 1. This will raise funds for our
North Texas Outreach and Stewardship
Program. More details to come!
Workshops and (continued on page 4)

W

E DROVE west, on a respite
from the city, to quiet refuge
in the Rolling Plains. That
part of Texas shows us how much beauty
there is in openness and how much rich
ness can be contained in a sparse landscape.
Along with me were Meghan Cassidy, a
naturalist, photographer, and book collab
orator; and Carly Aulicky, a biologist
with an amazing understanding of birds
and prairies, and a quiet wisdom and humor
that makes you want to keep listening.
It had been seven years since Clint King
and I visited the area between Lubbock
and Abilene along the red dirt roads that
cut through the ranchland. There was no
park or preserve to visit, but we spent an
enjoyable afternoon driving and walking
roads. The red harvester ants were doing
well, and so the horned lizards had lots
of food. We found sphinx moths hovering

like hummingbirds around beautiful white
flowers, and greater roadrunners hunting
along the roadside—either running off or
jumping into low, short flight when we
approached. At the end of the day we
surprised a pair of badgers, one of whom
was unable to dig quickly enough into
the red dirt, and so he faced us menacingly
until we drove off. Getting too close to a
cornered badger would have been a really
bad end to a wonderful day.
I told those stories as we headed north
west from Abilene, past ranchland, a few
small towns, and a huge array of solar
collectors. That solar array is good news
in a world desperately needing to break
from fossil fuels. But it replaces many
acres of prairie, and Carly talked about
the reflective surfaces leading some birds
to crash into them. One example of our
imperfect solutions (continued on page 2)
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Grief and Hope
(continued from page 1)

Grief is a universal part of life because
we all experience losses of significant
people, loss of our health or physical in
tegrity, loss of jobs or important roles in
our community, and loss of emotionally
significant places. When we have attach
ments to particular places in nature, then
the loss (even the anticipated loss) of
such a place is termed “ecological grief.”
Additionally, the sense of helplessness and
anxiety at the impending loss of nature is
referred to as “eco-anxiety.”
Riding through the Rolling Plains with
Meghan and Carly, talking about our love
for nature and the challenges ahead of us,
how could I think that my past actions
were enough? Is this the world I want
them–and other young people–to inherit?
I say to myself: “I have done what I
could,” but I know that we must do more.
It takes many of us acting together to
bring about meaningful change. Thus, do
we individually feel helpless and sleep
walk through our days?
We are not destined to sleepwalk
through the destruction of nature. Our
2
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to problems that must be solved. All
those interrelated crises with climate,
loss of biodiversity, the competition be
tween corporate profit and human wellbeing, and an increasingly crowded
world where a mutating microorganism
can easily spread into a pandemic. We
are even losing our shared fragile agree
ment about the nature of truth and how
we should find it. In my seventy years, I
do not remember a time when the world
seemed in so much trouble from so many
directions. Some of us experience grief
from the losses that we have already sus
tained, along with grief and stress as we
anticipate future losses.

individual efforts can make a difference
when they help shape and sustain little
communities that value nature. Bringing
someone along to experience a day on a
river or in a woodland [or prairie] may
be one of the most powerful ways to
build those networks and communities.
And in the process, we experience joy
when we share nature with another person.
Joy, connection, even transcendence
can happen when you walk through a
wild and diverse place like the ranchland
we found on this trip. Those things are
what hold a love of nature together. A
day spent in a fairly intact ecosystem
fully engages your awareness, your body
and spirit—you can fall in love with a
place. And once you love it, grief becomes
a possibility when it is threatened. It is
analogous to love for a friend or family
member that completes and enriches you.
You would grieve their loss.
We discussed these issues along with
many less-serious things as we drove,
and eventually we arrived at quiet roads
through mostly flat plains. A huge variety
of plants were blooming, visited by large
numbers of insects. Grasshoppers were
abundant. Meghan found multiple species
of velvet ant, which is really a wingless
wasp. The common name for one of
them, “cow-killer,” conveys something
of the power of their sting. Around the
fencelines were low-growing Havard
oaks and yuccas.
It was quiet, and the absence of high
way noise and planes overhead made it
that much easier to be immersed in the
experience. It also framed the natural
sounds clearly—bird calls were beautiful
and distinct. A nearby group of coyotes
began to yip and howl before moving
off. It is a haunting and wonderful thing
to listen to the song-dogs at sunset.
Mississippi kites appeared, and Carly
talked about these sleek raptors being
pretty social, often roosting or hunting in
small groups. I loved seeing scissortailed flycatchers, and Carly spotted a
male painted bunting. Many other birds,
including nightjars and a red-tailed
hawk, enriched our visit.
Along those red dirt roads we saw the
occasional broad circle that signaled a
harvester ant colony. The ants were busily
coming and going. If you watch their

The author with a Great Plains ratsnake.

movements, you find little trails that the
workers use like highways linking the
colony to the areas where they forage for
food. Along those ant highways you
sometimes find the Texas horned lizard.
Meghan spotted a young horned lizard.
It disappeared into the base of some veg
etation and we were not able to find it.
Although Meghan only got a brief look,
it was reassuring to know that the horned
lizards are still there.
Darkness arrived, and we looked for
reptiles and amphibians on the roads.
Early on, there was a Woodhouse’s toad
and a Couch’s spadefoot toad. Then we
came upon a sizable American bullfrog
–you have to be impressed at the ability
of a frog like this to make a living on the
semi-arid plains with only a few scattered
ponds to sustain you. As we made our
way home, we saw Great Plains
ratsnakes and a western diamond-backed
rattlesnake who tolerated my using the
snake hook to move him back onto the
road so that we could get a good look.
Meghan then used her hook to carry him
to the other side of the road. Throughout
all that, he never even rattled.
The richness of life in this region is
both invigorating and reassuring. Today
was a beautiful gift, a chance to be in the
present where ghosts of loss do not live.
Tomorrow we can think about the future
and think about what we can do, while at
the same time carrying the hope of more
days like today.
Michael A. Smith has written two books
featuring reptiles and amphibians, and
another one about mindfulness and nature
is forthcoming. He writes “Letters to Nature
Kids” and blogs at livesinnature.com.
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Smiley-Woodfin Prairie is one of the largest remaining tracts of Blackland Prairie in Texas. Looking at this landscape gives you
a sense of what this land looked like before it was plowed and developed. This is a Texas heritage landscape!

Smiley Woodfin:
A Prairie Lost?
There is a historical marker located at this
prairie site along U.S. 82 near Brookston.
It is dated 1981 and reads as follows:
This meadow, approximately 2100 acres, is
the largest section of native grassland existing in Texas. It was originally part of a
prairie system that stretched throughout the
Midwestern United States and into Canada.
Since the earliest settlers arrived in this
area in the 1830s, when Texas was part of
Mexico, this grassland has remained uncultivated, providing an annual harvest of native
grasses. A lack of fuel and surface water
made this area unsuitable for pioneer farmers. Although similar land nearby was tilled
and planted, often resulting in erosion or
overworked soil, this site was saved by the
owner M.L. Smiley (1872-1953). A native of
Lamar County, he used the meadow for cattle grazing and for hay production. Early harvests consisted of cutting and stacking the
grasses for drying, or transporting the hay
to nearby steam-powered presses. The process was later simplified by the use of gasoline-powered machines that harvested and
baled the hay on the site. After Smiley’s
death, the meadow was inherited by brothers
George S. and Gene M. Woodfin. Today
[1981] the Smiley-Woodfin Grassland is the
largest supplier of native hay in the state.

On Prairies and Solar

T

A Statement From NPAT

HE NEWS about a solar project
being leased on Smiley-Woodfin
Meadow in North Texas created
a lot of discussion in the prairie commu
nity and at NPAT. Like many others, we
were dismayed and alarmed to hear that
this prairie, one of the largest Blackland
remnants in Texas, was going to be the
site of a solar “farm.” In short, we support
renewable energy, but not at the cost
of sensitive ecosystems and quality
conservation lands. There are solar

companies taking habitat into consider
ation and adapting for wildlife, particularly
pollinators, but this should be something
that adds to an ecosystem, not take away
from it. Or worse, destroy it.
There is no way an existing prairie
covered in solar panels is going to thrive.
At the very least it will become degraded.
Constant mowing, herbicide use and
shade are not conducive to keeping a
prairie healthy. The fencing inhibits wild
life movement. When the lease is over,
what will remain?
With as few prairies as we have left in

“Wind power in Texas is perhaps another example of a new technology with exciting promise, and excited promoters, that manages to race ahead of complete transparency, full
understanding, and careful safeguards. The irony is that many of the friends of wind power
come from the environmental community, reminding us all of how difficult it can be to
‘do the right thing.’ Good intentions are not always good enough.”
~Excerpt from The Texas Landscape Project: Nature And People by David Todd and Jonathan Ogren. They are analyzing renewable energy and its environmental downside. We face
a similar situation with solar energy. texaslandscape.org

Texas, we cannot support these types of
projects. While the tallgrass prairie is not
a federally protected ecosystem, it is
highly endangered. It is a big part of the
natural heritage of Texas. We should be
taking pride in what we have left, not
destroying it.
This is going to become an issue as
solar energy moves into Texas. We are
not against solar power. But we encourage
placing these facilities on already degrad
ed lands or on rooftops in the cities
where the energy is needed. Prairies are
particularly vulnerable because grass
lands are perceived as “empty space” or
something that can easily be developed.
But prairies are also a vital environmental
solution for the future!

On the Loss of Texas Lands
Texas Farmland is the Most Threatened in
the Nation. The American Farmland Trust
shared that Texas farms are under severe
threat, its best land is succumbing to development. The results from its May 2020
report “Farms Under Threat: The State of
the States” identifies exactly where agricultural land has been paved over, fragmented,
or otherwise converted to uses that jeopardize agriculture. AFT is asking partners to
join in turning back the tide of land loss by
working to strengthen state and federal
policies, build public support for protecting
farmland and ranchland, and usher in a
brighter future for agriculture.
farmland.org/texasfarmland/
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David and Linda Knowles/
Native Plant Society of Texas
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The Blackland Chapter of NPAT visited the Spellman Museum of Forney and learned
about the history of this town. Its early economy was in hay and bois d’arc wood.

The Heyday of Hay

F

ORNEY, Texas has a place in
history. It was known for having
excellent hay. The Blackland soils
there were too active for many crops be
cause of their tendency go from holding
water (mud) to cracking when dry. The
town of Forney was settled in a rich region
of the tallgrass prairie. One of their first
major commercial crops was the Black
land Prairie hay, consisting of the “big
four” prairie grasses: little bluestem, big
bluestem, Indiangrass and switchgrass.
These grasses grew prolifically, and just
had to be cut and baled. This mixture of
native grasses made an especially nutri
tious and clean hay for horses and mules.
These prairies were relatively free of trees
and brush because of the dry season fires.
At first the hay was free for the cutting
on the unfenced prairie, but soon large
meadows were fenced off by their owners,
and a thriving economy grew around the
production and marketing of Forney
Blackland Prairie Hay.
With the coming of the railroad in 1873,
Forney’s economy grew with the native
hay and bois d’arc wood. The railroad
builders were an early market when they
fed the Forney hay to their work animals.
The reputation of Forney hay grew and
markets reached into the Deep South. By
1889 Forney had shipped 20,000 tons of
4

hay. Their hay was quoted in all the major
commodities exchanges of the U.S., and
even, apparently in London and Liverpool.
In the 1908 presidential campaign, the
Democratic Club of Forney sent a load
of hay to Nebraska to feed to the Demo
cratic mascot mule. Candidate William
Jennings Bryan posed with the mule eating
the hay. These photos were used in pro
motional literature and distributed at the
State Fair of Texas in 1909. Forney Hay
became famous nationwide.
~Excepts from Forney Country: A History
of Northwestern Kaufman County, Texas
by Jerry Flook. Visit historicforney.org
“We raise hay as we do everything else
in Texas, ‘on a big scale.’ We do not have
‘farms’ and ‘meadows,’ but pastures,
ranches—whole prairies, in fact, of hay
as rich, fine, weedless and level as
though it had been sown and harrowed
each succeeding season by two past
generations of hay farmers.
So much has been said and written
about the cotton fields of Texas that her
hayfields have been practically unknown
to the outside world.”
~ Hay Ranching in Texas by Belle Hunt

To learn more, visit the Spellman Museum
of Forney History at 200 S. Bois d’Arc St.,
Forney. spellmanmuseum.com

Moving into Spring
(continued from page 1)

special events are back in full swing!
The Blackland Chapter NPAT is cohosting Native Plants and Prairies Day
with the North Texas Master Naturalists
on Saturday May 7 at the Bath House
Cultural Center at White Rock Lake in
Dallas. It will feature talks, exhibits and
prairie walks. And it’s free!
The Prairie Seekers Toolbox Series
continues on Saturday, May 14 at the
Dixon Water Foundation Leo Ranch,
near Decatur. This workshop will focus
on identification skills for spring plants.
For details, contact Carly Aulicky at
carly_aulicky@texasprairie.org.

Landowner Workshop
The Forage Content of Native Grass
Prairies Workshop on Friday, April 29,

hosted by NPAT and Wilson County
Wildlife Management Association will be
held at the Kirchoff Family Farm near
Floresville. It will include speakers from
NPAT, NRCS, TPWD, Douglass King
Seeds and others. The workshop includes
demonstrations and a walk on the prairie.
For more information, contact Don
Kirchoff at donkirchoff@earthlink.net.

Save the Dates!
A Northeast Texas Prairie workshop is
scheduled in Mount Vernon on Saturday
June 4. Stay tuned for more details.
For Pollinators Days and Moth Nights
this summer, see pages 6 and 7.
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Building the Parker Pride Savanna

N

NPAT is partnering with Parker Elemen
tary in Houston to build our first school
pocket prairie, the Parker Pride Savanna.
This prairie really is Deep in the Heart
of Texas!
The planning team includes fifth-grade
science teacher Priscilla Quiocho; PTO
members Chrissy Pichot, Tricia Kennedy
and Jaime Gonzalez; the school counselor
and NPAT volunteer Pilar Hernandez.
The pocket prairie will be in a U shape
so that two or more classes can use the
prairie as a classroom at one time. Rock
borders will be placed; and seeding and
transplanting the pocket prairie will
commence this May. During next fall
semester, students will grow out some
bluebonnets and grasses as transplants.
Student prairie classroom training is
delivered to teachers, Parent Teacher
Organizations (PTOs), and students with
a theme to tie the prairie to the rodeo.
Education Director Della Barbato
recently shared the wonders of prairies,
and laid the groundwork for the project
to 268 fourth- and fifth-graders on the
site of the pocket prairie at their school.
Prairie programs were also delivered to
more than a dozen teachers, the school
principal and the Parent Teacher Organi
zation. Her theme tied it to the ancient
prairie in their neighborhood.
During the Ice Age, 500-pound Ameri
can Lions, which were 25% larger than
the African Lion, roamed their Westbury
neighborhood. Prairies were essential to
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PAT received a generous grant
from Reliant Energy at the start
of the year to support student
prairie education in Houston Metro Area
schools. These funds will be invested
through our Lawther-Deer Park Prairie
Education Program into science-based
classroom instruction and building a
school pocket prairie.

Della presented the Parker Prairie
Savanna project to 268 fourth- and fifthgraders at the site of the pocket prairie.
The sketch (above) depicts plans for the
prairie. Left: Chuck Duplant provided the
carpenter bee photo for the temporary
sign announcing the project.

our local cowboys and deeply rooted in
founding the Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo. Perfect timing, since it was
rodeo season and all were displaying
Texas pride with their western wear!
Ms. Quiocho said that great class

discussions followed the presentations.
Ms. Pichot reported, “I had several par
ents reach out to tell me how excited
their kids were to come home and tell
them about prairies and longhorn bees
and the Ice Age lions.”
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Pollinator Days and Moth Nights
THIS SUMMER at NPAT, we’ll be getting
all buggy! And we’re offering some ways
for you to join in—starting with National
Pollinator Week from June 20 to 26.

Pollinator Week is an annual celebration
in support of pollinator health, that was
initiated and is managed by Pollinator
Partnership. It is a time to raise awareness for pollinators and spread the word
about what we can do to protect them.

Come out and learn about our native
pollinators on Saturday, June 25. NPAT
will be hosting a native pollinator bioblitz
and workshop at Paul Mathews Prairie
near Greenville. For more information,
contact Carly Aulicky at carly_aulicky@
texasprairie.org.
In the Houston area, Della Barbato will
be hosting a pollinator workshop at Deer
Park Prairie on June 25 as well. So,
mark your calendars!
The Annual Moth Week is July 23 to
31. We’re going to start the week off on
Saturday, July 23 at our Maddin Prairie
Preserve, This preserve is 1100 acres
of Rolling Plains near Colorado City.
Moth enthusiasts and nature lovers
alike are invited to join in. Moth Week
collects data through iNaturalist, so
attendees are invited to bring their iNat
apps and cameras to help record data
for submission. Attendance is limited.
For more information and to RSVP,
email carly_aulicky@texasprairie.org.
The Houston NPAT Chapter also hosts
a moth night at Deer Park Prairie, so
stay tuned!
6

Hummingbirds, butterflies, bees, moths, and even wasps are some of our most hardworking pollinators. Moths generally form the night shift, though some, like the white-lined
sphinx moth (upper right) can be seen during the day. Texas has several hundred species
of native bees. Most are solitary and aren’t aggressive when foraging on flowers.
ALL PHOTOS ON THIS SPREAD ARE COURTESY OF CARLY AULICKY, MEGHAN CASSIDY AND CHUCK DUPLANT.
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There are more then 4,000 species of
moths in Texas. They come in all shapes
and sizes. A few are shown here (above).
7

News

PHOTO COURTESY OF LISA SPANGLER

Meet Wally Ward
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By Jeff Sargent

W

ALLACE Ward III is a man
of many interests and talents.
Fortunately, prairies are one
of them. His eyes will light up when
asked about some of the rare plants on
NPAT’s Lawther-Deer Park Prairie near
Houston, where he lives. Or, when you
casually mention 455-million-year-old
trilobites!
Wally regularly volunteers on the Deer
Park Prairie to keep the ecosystem in
shape while also being actively engaged
in the annual fundraiser to benefit NPAT’s
Prairie Education Program. He joined

NPAT in 2018 and eased right into a
leadership role as a board member and as
the Houston Chapter President in 2021.
Comfortable in that chair, he has also
served as the Native Plant Society,
Houston Chapter President and as First
VP of the Houston Cactus and Succulent
Society. Who knew cacti were so popular
in Houston? Wally did!
Wally studied micropaleontology and
geology in college before earning his
law degree at William and Mary. He
practiced commercial and environmental
law for 26 years, including 19 years of
commercial arbitration through the
American Arbitration Association.
On the side he applies his legal skills
as a child advocate in Harris County.
After retiring to follow his many other
pursuits, he continues to assist Disability
Rights Lawyers of Texas as a surrogate
parent for school children with intellec
tual disabilities. For adventure, Wally
also occasionally goes spelunking with a
team from the Florida Museum of Natu
ral History to add to his fossil collection.
Wally has not only given of his time
and talents; he has also been one of our
most generous donors. We are grateful
for his dedication to our mission. When
asked what he appreciates most about
NPAT, he says, “I like working with
prairie conservationists, serving handson with the flora and fauna of Texas.”
Next time you see him, you might
ask him about trilobites as well.

Native Landscape Certification Program
THE NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS created the Native Landscape Certification Program (NLCP) to encourage Texans back to nature in a way that will benefit
their families, the environment and economy.
NLCP is a series of day-long classes that teach best practices for native plant
landscaping—including wildlife habitat gardening. Each class consists of an indoor
training session and a plant identification section. It will teach about plants native
to the local ecoregion and illustrate their use in the landscape. Classes are adapted to the area in which they are offered. The goal is to increase your appreciation
and use of native plants in landscapes, including emphasizing a sense of place,
increasing the presence of desirable wildlife species, reducing the use of water
and other precious resources, and enhancing and protecting our natural world.
For more information and the spring schedule, visit npsot.org/wp/nlcp.
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Lisa Spangler
Prairie Wonder Woman!

L

ISA HAS been a member of
NPAT since 2005. She and her
husband Jason have been in
leadership roles with the organization
since then. Lisa got interested in prairies
after moving to Texas from Ohio. They
lived in an apartment in Northwest Austin
that had a big empty field next to it.
There they discovered so many cool
plants! She began to study wildflowers
and later grasses—it was all so different
from Ohio. And, it was glorious to be out
under a big blue sky—unlike the forest
canopies of Ohio.
When they bought a house, she tried
to plant a butterfly garden, which was an
epic fail. All the plants recommended by
southern gardening books didn’t survive.
That’s when she switched to native Texas
plants—specifically native prairie plants!
These days, when Lisa isn’t hiking or
traveling, she is keeping our website
looking good and functioning. Her com
puter and web programming skills have
kept us out of trouble more than once!
And, she also teaches art! Her latest
role is Ambassador for Art Toolkit. She
hosts workshops on ways to sketch and
paint the natural world.
Lisa first started watercoloring a few
years ago while she was recovering from
6 (!) surgeries for a torn ACL. During
rehab she would walk to a pond in her
neighborhood and use her Art Toolkit to
do a little sketch, and to let her leg recover
before making the trek back home.
Visit Lisa’s blog at lisa.wumple.com
and check out her story at texasprairie.org.
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Thirteen Cows

The Secret to Prairie Restoration
PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF SARGENT
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T WAS a sunny but crisp Tuesday
morning just after the start of the
new year. I arrived around 8:30 a.m.
at NPAT member Julie Mattox’s farm in
Yantis, about 100 miles east of Dallas
along I-30. She had invited me to her
NRCS Grazing Group meeting and prop
erty tour to tout the benefits of prairie
restoration to other local landowners.
I first met Julie at a landowner work
shop that Dr. Carly Aulicky of NPAT
hosted at the Dixon Water Foundation’s
Leo Ranch, near Decatur, Texas. Julie
was part of a panel that shared their tales
of prairie restoration successes and
challenges, with other landowners in the
room. Her easy smile, dry wit, and en
gaging storytelling caught my attention.
It was there that I first heard about the
thirteen cows.
The Grazing Group meeting got started
in the workshop next to Julie’s house as
Brandon Bing of the USDA Natural Re
sources Conservation Service explained
their services to the twenty-plus guests.
Carly followed with the fundamentals
and value of conservation easements,
and how NPAT can assist there. Next
up was another NPAT landowner and
member, Karl Ebel, sharing his knowl
edge of native grassland ecology. He and
his family run a profitable cattle ranch
on restored and remnant native prairie in
Sulphur Bluff, using regenerative grazing.
He has been mentoring Julie and several
other neighbors in the region.
Julie concluded the presentations with
her restoration journey. She recounted
how she had never wanted to own cattle.
Her 85-acre property is a former dairy
farm, and she saw the complications that
created. However, once she discovered
about how cattle mimicked the historic
behavior of bison to manage aggressive
plants, return nutrients to the soil and
disperse seeds, she gave it a try with
a few head. She saw gradual improve
ments in the health of her grassland.
She acquired a few more.
Before she knew it, she had thirteen
cows. For the size of her property, that

By Jeff Sargent

Julie took the Grazing Group participants on a tour of her prairie restoration at the
meeting. Here are six of the cows Julie calls her “prairie ladies.”

seemed to be the magic number. Not too
many to be unmanageable for one per
son, yet just enough to help the prairie
grasses and forbs get established and
thrive naturally. Coincidentally, it was
the same number of cattle two other
landowners at the Leo Ranch workshop
had acquired for their restoration work.
After a marvelous steak lunch courtesy
of Ben Spraggins and the Northeast
Texas Beef Improvement Organization,
we followed Julie, Karl and Brandon out
into the field to compare different stages
and conditions of Julie’s restoration. I
had to get back to Dallas and couldn’t

stay to meet her cows, but I expect they
are healthy and well fed.
Who knew that the secret to a success
ful native prairie restoration is thirteen
cows? As the great radio announcer
Paul Harvey used to say, “And now you
know . . . the rest of the story!”
Julie Mattox is President and a
founding member of the Northeast Texas
Prairie Community Classroom. Her
generous donation of 4.5 acres adjacent
to her prairie, started the ball rolling
on this prairie project.
netxprairieclassroom.org
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WAYS TO GIVE
RMD age is 72; if giving a QCD at 70 ½,
you will reduce future RMD by lowering
your overall IRA balance. Contact your
financial advisor for more information.

T

he Native Prairies Association of
Texas recently launched a Leadership Giving Program designed for
and by our most dedicated prairie enthusiasts. These visionaries agreed to donate
the value of $2,000 or more annually
over three consecutive years with their
time, talents and resources. Our heartfelt
thanks to our eight founding households:
Beth and Roy Clark
Erin Hatchett
B. F. Hicks
Ian and Barbara Kress
Evelyn L. Merz
Suzanne and Steve Tuttle
Wallace Ward III
The L.A.W. Fund
Visit texasprairie.org/ways-to-give/bigbluestem-circle or contact Jeff Sargent at
jeff_sargent@texasprairie.org or 503-5224001 to find out how you can join this
special group of prairie champions!
YOUR SUPPORT makes a difference! By
donating to NPAT you help us conserve
Texas prairies and to educate people
about their value. Join fellow prairie enthusiasts at meetings, workshops, field trips
and volunteer activities. Be a part
of the solution for the many challenges
facing this great American landscape.
NPAT’s programs are supported by gifts,
donations, employer matching funds, grants,
membership dues and volunteer efforts.
CHARITABLE DEDUCTION Did you know
you can make a direct donation from your
IRA distribution? If you are 70 ½ and older,
you can donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly to a charity without taking the
distribution into taxable income. The new
The Native Prairies Association of Texas
(NPAT) is a non-governmental, 501(c)3
non-profit organization and accredited
land trust, dedicated to protecting land
in Texas. EIN#75-2146108
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DONATING STOCKS If you give stock that
you’ve owned longer than a year to a
charity, you can deduct the full market
value of the stock as an itemized charitable deduction.
BEQUESTS Consider making a gift to
NPAT in your will. These gifts help us
build our endowment and create a Texas
prairie legacy for future generations.
VEHICLE DONATION Donate your
old vehicle, boat, or RV to NPAT. Go to
careasy.org to find out how. Look for
Native Prairies Association of Texas in
their nonprofit list.
EMPLOYER GIFT MATCHING Some employers offer matching gifts, meaning
they will match some or all of your charitable donations or your volunteer hours.
This can potentially double your donation.
VOLUNTEER Donate your time at your
favorite prairie. NPAT has properties
around the state. We host regular
volunteer days. Contact us at office@
texasprairie.org to find out more.
HOST A FUNDRAISER It’s easy to fundraise on social media. This is a great way
to ask friends to support a cause that
matters to you!
AMAZON SMILE Support NPAT while
shopping at Amazon. Just go to smile.
amazon.com and select Native Prairies
Association of Texas as your charity.
DONATE A PRAIRIE A donation of
property or a conservation easement
can include significant tax incentives,
and help with management and restoration advice. AND you will be part of the
conservation of family and Texas prairie
lands!
JUST DONATE! You can always mail a
check to us at PO Box 1101, Manchaca
TX 78652, or visit texasprairie.org and
click on Donate button at the top of the
page.

Board of Directors 2022
Patricia Merkord, President
Erin Hatchett, President-elect
Ann Sansone, Secretary
Douglas Neaves, Treasurer
Jo Ann Collins
Sean Fitzgerald
Dr. Cassidy Johnson
Don Kirchoff
Gary Kocurek
Lan Shen
Tim Siegmund
Jason Singhurst
Jason Spangler, Past President
Michelle Villafranca
Matt Wagner
Wallace Ward III

Executive Director
Kirsti Harms
kirsti_harms@texasprairie.org

Development Director
Jeff Sargent
jeff_sargent@texasprairie.org

Director of Education
Della Barbato
della_barbato@texasprairie.org

North Texas Director
Carly Aulicky, PhD
carly_aulicky@texasprairie.org

NPAT CHAPTERS
Blackland (Dallas)
blacklandnpat.wordpress.com

Fayette Prairie
texasprairie.org/fayette-prairie-chapter

Fort Worth
fortworthnpat.wordpress.com

Houston
houstonprairie.org

San Antonio
texasprairie.org/san-antonio-chapter

CONTACT US
Visit texasprairie.org
email office@texasprairie.org
call 512-392-2288
or write PO Box 1101,
Manchaca, TX 78652

SPRING 2022
Native Plant Society of Texas
Katie Sallean
Judy Shields
Suzanne and Steve Tuttle
Wallace Ward III
Evelyn Merz

TO OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS!
YOUR GENEROUS support of NPAT makes it possible to carry
out our mission of conserving, restoring and sharing an appreciation of native prairies. Here are some significant donations from
the fall and winter season. As always, we appreciate ALL of our
members and donors at whatever level you give.
Meadows Foundation
$84,000 for North Texas
Programs and Capacity
Wallace Ward III
$50,000
Dixon Water Foundation
$45,000 challenge grant for
North Texas Programs
NRG Reliant
$20,000 for Deer Park
Educational Program
Shell Oil Company
$15,000 for Deer Park
Educational Program
Conoco/Phillips
$2000 Employee Match for
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie
Big Bluestem Circle
Beth and Roy Clark
Erin Hatchett
B. F. Hicks
Ian and Barbara Kress
Evelyn L. Merz
Suzanne and Steve Tuttle
Wallace Ward III
The L.A.W. Fund
$5000
Dickson-Allen Foundation
Cara Hair
Warren W. Pruess
Don Verser
$1000 to $2500
Mickey Burleson
David W. Knowles
Anne Furse
Sirpa Harms
Houck Family Foundation
Pete Pulis
Charles R. Snakard
New Lifetime Members
Lu Ann Aday
Jeanette Boylan
Mario Koym-Garza
Patrons
William F. Dingus
B.F. Hicks
Ashley Landry
Bill McGrath
Hazel Potvin
Meri-Kuusi Shields
Emily Todd

Benefactors
Glenn Butler
Richard and Linda Egg
Leland Gersbach
Cherry and Marguerite Hartig
Scott Harvey & Nancy Bolduc
Gwen Kunz
Lucy & Joseph McCorkle
Cynthia McMorran
David Morris
Sandra Radford
Tim Siegmund
Mark Steuer
Jon Watkins
John Wier
Charles Winker
Prairie Heroes
Marion Alsup
J. David Bamberger
Larry Bartek
Pam Chamberlain
Brian Chaney
Kim and Ray Conrow
Darrell Cox
Logan Damewood
Chuck Duplant
John Egan
Joshua Evans
Stephen Fenberg
Rick Gast
Thomas Glenn
David Graf
Cecilia Green
Dell and Gerin Hood
Joshua Evans
Steven Fenberg
Thomas Gederberg
David Hessel
Gary Kocurek
John McDonald
Shannon Morrison
Karoline Mueller
Douglas Neaves
Cynthia Nesser
Mark & Nancy Picus
Georgia Prakash
Leigh Richter
Randy Rosiere, PhD
Theresa Rutz
Kathleen E Samels
Patrick Scott
Lan Shen
Kelly Shields
Ahlene Shong
Stalin SM

Katherine Stefos
Lewis Swanson
Jeannine Tinsley
David Todd
David Vestal
Michelle Villafranca
Matthew Wagner
Mary Waters
Jeff Weigel
Karen Weehler
John Wilt
Anne Witherspoon
William & Frances Woodfin
North Texas Outreach and
Stewardship Program
Linda Aulicky
Kate Morgan
Jeff Sargent
Suzanne Tuttle
Michelle Villafranca
Anne Weis
North Texas Giving Day $100+
Bruce Ballengee
Martha Burford
Avon Burton
Brenda Catlett
Mary Costello
Darrell Cox
Ellen Curnes
Tom and Lois Diggs
Karen Fitzgerald
Rae Forester
Erin Hatchett
Don Kirchoff
Mei Ling Liu
Alan R. Lusk
Megan McConnell
Karen McDaniels
Marsha McLaughlin
Colleen Murray
Kathryn Pochman
Kirsten Radford
Margaret Shaw
Kristen Sillers
Laurie Stelljes
Lisa Stokdyk
Elizabeth Sutherland
Kathryn White
John Wilt
Party for the Prairie 2021
Sponsors
The Lundquist Family
Asukara Robinson
Beth and Roy Clark
Coastal Prairie Chapter, Texas
Master Naturalists
Katy Emde
Sirpa Harms
Ian Kress
Gwen Kunz
Houston and Clear Lake NPSOT

Donate For Education
Phyllis Ballard
Hazel Potvin
Chuck Sexton
LIsa Spangler
Anne Weis
Our Special Sustaining
Members and Donors who
give at least $10 a month
Meghan Cassidy
Jo Ann Collins
Ritva Shanta Friend
Andrea Julian
Kelly Kaszynski
Trent Miller
Tim Siegmund
Jacob Smith
Michelle Villafranca
Mary Woodward
Thank you to Agnieszka Hurst
for donating her a portion of
her EcoBlossom.com business
proceeds every month.

TRIBUTES

In honor of Della Barbato
Marla Endieveri
Alora Chamblee-Hill
In honor of Kimberly Clemons
Amy Moore
In honor of
Kathleen Courtright
Roy Courtright
In honor of Robert and
Melinda Creech
Jenna Amber
In honor of Fort Worth
Chapter NPAT
Thomas Murphy MD
In memory of Judy and
Richard Gallimore
Lisa Black
In honor of Sally Gooch
Amy Moore
In honor of B.F. Hicks
Nancy Bolduc
Stalin SM
In memory of Dawn Lloyd
Terry White
In honor of Julie Mattox
Pete Pulis
In memory of Wallace Mitchell
John Wier
In honor of Mary Kay Sexton
Charles W Sexton
In honor of Forrest Smith
David Todd
In honor of Clayton Walker
Terry White
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Sign up for our
email newsletter
at texasprairie.org
and keep up to date
with prairie events
across the state.
...............

P.O. Box 1101
Manchaca TX 78652

SUPPORT THE NATIVE PRAIRIES ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS!
To join or renew online, visit texasprairie.org and
go to Join/Support and select Become a Member.
Or fill out this form and mail a check to:
Native Prairies Association of Texas
PO Box 1101, Manchaca, TX 78652

NOTE our
current
address.

Membership Categories: 
■ $1,500 Family Lifetime ■ $1,000 Lifetime
■ $500 Patron ■ $250 Benefactor ■ $100 Hero
■ $75 Family ■ $50 Individual ■ $35 Student
■ $35 Senior
■ New ■ Renewal
____________ Additional donation
Chapter affiliation ______________________

Name:_________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State: ________Zip:______________
Home/Office Phone:____________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________
I’m interested in prairies because:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Please consider including an additional donation with your membership dues.

NOTE: Our San Marcos address is no longer active and all mail sent to it will be returned to sender!

