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Our raffle prize is a Kubota RTV 520.

In This Issue

W

HEN I work on compiling
our newsletter, I often start to
see a theme emerging. This
time we have stories about the people
connected to this organization who love
the land, including members and staff.
And there’s Della, who is engaging youth
and teachers. She gets them into prairies
so they can appreciate what is special
about that habitat. As a member of NPAT,
you are helping save this part of Texas’
natural heritage. THANK YOU.

SAVE THE DATES!

We have TWO virtual fundraisers in
September. While we’d LOVE to see
everyone in person, the uptick in the
Delta variant led the decision to make our
Party for the Prairie! a virtual celebration. The date is the same, Saturday,
September 25. Registration is compli-

mentary. You can join us from your
home! We will still be honoring Charlie
Lundquist, holding a raffle (a Kubota
RTV 520!) and auctions (getaways and a
custom guitar), and sharing stories. The
prairie costume contest is still on! Get
creative and send us your photos. We will
select the winner at the party.
The Party for the Prairie! raises funds
for the Lawther-Deer Park Prairie Education Program led (continued on page 3)

The Dowell Ranch
NPAT’s latest acquisition is our new home.

I

N EARLY 2020, Frank Davis at
Hill Country Conservancy contacted
our office with a potential acquisition project. Their board had rejected it
because it was east of their focus area and
the Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer
recharge zone. So we contacted Candice
Allmand, Executor of the Caroline Dowell
Estate Trust to get more information. In
March 2020, after some internal discussion,
a group of us met with Candice, her husband Steve and ranch staff, Dan Huebner
and Gary Flemmons, to tour the property
and discuss the project. Candice was still
deciding what to do with the property. Ms.
Dowell’s will stated that the land needed
to go to a corporation organized and operated for a charitable, scientific or educational purpose. The property was to be
used for a conservation purpose, but could
not be a public park. This fit right in with
our mission. It will be an NPAT preserve.
Ms. Dowell passed away in April 2019.
She lived in San Leanna where she had a

long history and had acquired a lot of
property. She left behind many animals,
including her show beagles. The estate
trust spent much time after her death
rehoming the cattle, goats, donkeys,
horses and beagles. (A few aging animals
remain onsite.) The 150-acre ranch property is recovering from heavy grazing.
What we saw was definitely a restoration
project and land in recovery. But its
proximity to Austin and location on the
Onion Creek watershed gave it great
potential. There are multiple pastures,
a woodland outcrop, a spring, ponds,
one of the oldest monitoring wells for the
Edwards Aquifer and lots of structures.
There is an old ranch house as well—
the Bird House, named after the former
owners. The soils vary from Hill Country
limestone to clay-based, dark soils. The
history of this corner of deep south Austin
is interesting, and disappearing quickly
to development.
Soon after our (continued on page 2)
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News

The Dowell Ranch
(continued)

NPAT has a new mailing address:
PO Box 1101, Manchaca TX 78652,
and our physical address is 301
West FM 1626, Manchaca TX 78652.
Our property managment team, along
with Dan and Gary met with Blake
Hendon from TPWD to begin work on a
Pastures for Upland Birds (PUB) grant
that will aid in the restoration process.
Our first areas of focus will be two pastures in the northwest section of the ranch.
This property will be used for education and research, with a focus on restoration. We will begin monthly volunteer
workdays this fall. The first one is tentatively set for Saturday, September 11.
This workday will include plant and
animal surveys as well as starting plans
for a demonstration garden.
Our annual member meeting will be
held at the Dowell Ranch on the afternoon of Sunday October 3. That will be
a combination open house, celebration
and an update on the past year at NPAT.
This is a tentative plan, as we are watching the COVID 19 situation closely.
Save the date! For more information,
contact kirsti_harms@texasprairie.org.
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By Candice C. Allmand

In the late 1960’s Caroline Dowell began acquiring
ranch land in Travis County just south of Austin. My
friendship with Caroline began about ten years later,
after she retired from the University of Texas. In retirement she had time to devote to ranching, raising
Hereford Cattle and creating a unique herd of Tennessee Meat Goats. Along the way she provided a
home to dozens of animals—horses, donkeys,
working dogs, her beloved beagles and more.
Miss Dowell had a vision to preserve her land in
perpetuity as open space, protected from housing or
commercial development. She not only left the
framework of this vision in a Trust, but equally important, she left assets to ensure it could be
funded. As the Executor of her Estate, it has
been my privilege to make the vision a reality.
The Dowell Ranch, now a preserve, has been
donated to NPAT; a permanent endowment
through Austin Community Foundation will
guarantee funds to maintain and restore
the land and a Conservation Easement will
protect the land from future development.
Caroline liked to tell the story of how she
Uno, one of Ms. Dowell’s most famous
got started raising goats. It was shortly after beagles, won Best in Show at the
Westminster Dog Show in 2008. He
she acquired her land. Caroline and her
even visited the White House and
mother went shopping one Saturday morning later worked as a therapy dog.
to buy landscaping plants and ended up at
the Heep Ranch. While there, she bought two fainting goat kids. Since the back of
the station wagon was full of potted geraniums she put the goats in the back seat.
The kids happily munched on geranium blossoms and her mother’s sleeve on the
ride home. At the time of Caroline’s death, those two baby goats had grown into
a herd of more than 200.

NPAT is looking to rehome two of the
horses, Rosy and Frosty. Contact us for
more information.

Caroline Dowell passed away at her
home near Manchaca on April 29, 2019,
at the age of 89. She was the daughter
of James P. and Louise Dowell of McKinney, Texas. Caroline provided significant
assistance to many dog organizations—
for purebred and rescue dogs alike.
While many knew of Caroline’s devotion
to things beagle, she was a complex,
intelligent lady and a great friend to
those fortunate enough to spend time
with her. Visit www.legacy.com and
search Caroline Dowell.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BETTY KORTS

initial visit, the board agreed to pursue
this project. Ms. Allmand wanted the
property doubly protected, so we started
work on a conservation easement with
the City of Austin Wildlands Department.
The proximity to Onion Creek puts it
very close to the City’s water quality
protection lands.
On June 30, 2021 the Estate of Caroline
Dowell donated the 150-acre Dowell
Ranch to NPAT. The donation of land
came with an endowment that will enable
NPAT to steward the property and begin
restoration work. The ranch house is
being readied to house our main office
—an added bonus.
We are so grateful to the Dowell Estate
for this generous donation and are excited
to have a new home base! This is NPAT’s
first property in the Austin area, and will
give us an opportunity to share our
experiences with the community as
we conduct restoration.

The Caroline Dowell Legacy
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A Welcome Message From
Our Newest Team Member!
Meet Jeff Sargent

M
Save the Dates!

(continued)

by Della Barbato. Della teaches the prairie
to students of all ages and backgrounds.
It has been in place since 2018. We hope
you will support it into the future! Visit
texasprairie.org/party for details.
North Texas Giving Day runs now
through September 23. To donate, visit
northtexasgivingday.org/npat. This
online fundraiser helps raise vital funds
for our North Texas Outreach and
Stewardship program. Hopefully some
of you have had a chance to meet our
director Dr. Carly Aulicky. She is already
organizing field events and presenting to
groups. We are so excited to get this program off the ground, thanks to the help
of the Dixon Water Foundation! If you
want to learn more about her research,
Carly will be speaking at the Fort Worth
NPAT Chapter meeting on Monday,
September 13. Visit fortworthnpat.
wordpress.com to register.
Our chapters are contining to offer highquality presentations via Zoom. Our Fayette
Prairie chapter is featuring Ecological
Resilience in Prairies by Chris Helzer
on September 16. And later this fall they
are planning a Prairie and Woodland
Restoration Clinic (hopefully in person)
on October 29. Visit texasprairie.org/
fayette-prairie-chapter.
Dr. Carly Aulicky is organizing a workshop for November 6 at the Dixon Water
Foundation’s Leo Ranch Josey Pavilion.

It will focus on conservation management,
getting started with restoration and grazing
practices, and conservation easements.
Contact carly_aulicky@texasprairie.org.
See you on the prairie!
~Kirsti Harms

Y MOST striking memory of
the prairie took place this past
January. I was on a bird count
with Kirsti Harms and Pat Merkord, who
I soon learned were two highly skilled
birders. The first day was on the Talbot
Brothers and Mary Talbot Prairies, where
I got officially initiated into prairie life
by getting my car stuck in the mud! A
farmer nearby brought his utility vehicle
over and kindly extracted me.
On the second day we meandered
through almost every quadrant of Daphne
Prairie, a spectacular 922-acre remnant
featuring the puzzling mima mounds. It
was near dusk when we made our last
stop, in hopes of spotting short-eared
owls. After scanning above the fields
near a tree line for an hour, we were
ready to give up. Just then, as the light
was quickly fading, we saw them – two
pairs searching for dinner among the little
bluestem. Not only that, but they began
calling to each other! Kirsti had never
heard that before. Finally, it became too
dark, and we lost them. Unforgettable.
Three months later I joined NPAT as
a part-time development director, which
became full-time in July. My background
includes seven years in advertising, campaign management at United Way and
running a major Rotary club fundraising
event. As the executive director of a midsize social service nonprofit. We boosted
donations by double digits, expanded
awareness of our services, upgraded our
website, started two signature fundraising
events, and launched a formal development department.
In 2018 my wife and I took a sixmonth sabbatical to decide what would
really inspire us for the next several
years. It was then I committed to a working life in conservation. I have always
loved nature, but in my younger days
was distracted toward different career
paths. We also chose to move from
Oregon to Dallas, where I grew up, to
spend more time with my 80-year-old
mother, my sister, and her family. Upon

returning here almost a year ago, I began
discovering a Texas I didn’t know
before. This included becoming a North
Texas Master Naturalist, to add to my
Oregon Master Naturalist badge.
I am so proud and grateful to be with
NPAT. The complexity, beauty, and resilience of nature continually awes me.
We just need to give her a chance. I am
thankful for you who are already members or supporters and look forward to
working alongside you. Together we will
educate others to help us protect and restore more of our incredible prairies.
Jeff Sargent has already made a
difference at NPAT. We are so happy to
have him on board! Jeff hit the ground
running by helping plan our Party for
the Prairie and the North Texas Giving
Day. You may be hearing from him
personally in future. He’d be happy to
hear from you too! Contact him at
jeff_sargent@texasprairie.org.
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Meghan and Carly,
the Moth Night
team, got the
tshirts!

The Latest from the
North Texas Director

remnant prairies. The most recent iteration was designed and spearheaded by
the Fort Worth Chapter of NPAT. To take
the program statewide, I plan to move
data collection, references, and instructions
to a digital format that will allow information collected by volunteers across the
state to be stored by and be easily accessible to NPAT. The goal is to make the
program approachable, easy to follow,
and fun for prairie enthusiasts with all
levels of plant identification experience!
Part of the redesign will feature increased
utilization of iNaturalist, building upon
the existing Prairie Seekers project.
The Prairie Seekers program is often
invited to survey properties of private
landowners, which is why I am simultaneously working on reviving NPAT’s
Native Prairie Registration Program.
As NPAT staff and volunteers develop
relationships with conservation-inclined
landowners across the state, the Prairie

By Dr. Carly Aulicky

T

HIS SUMMER I’ve been putting together events and workshops. On the weekend of July
24th, Meghan Cassidy and I brought out
blacklights to celebrate the 10th Annual
Moth Week at Maddin Prairie Preserve.
Despite the heat, we recorded a wealth
of insect biodiversity including 15-20
sphinx moths (Sphingidae spp.)! Sphinx
moths are always an exciting find at
mothing stations, but it is unusual to see
more than 5 at one time. The fantastic
insect turnout was an exciting prelude to
an iNaturalist insect survey event
planned with Texas Parks and Wildlife
Urban Biologist Sam Kieschnick for
August 21-22nd at Maddin Prairie. Other

Sphinx moths
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notable creatures observed at Maddin
included a male tarantula (Aphonopelma
sp.), Couch’s spadefoot toad (Scaphiopus
couchi), western diamondback rattlesnake (Crotalus atrox), and Texas horned
lizards (Phrynosoma cornutum).
We have a landowner workshop
planned for Saturday November 6 with
the Dixon Water Foundation. The event
will be held at the Josey Pavilion at
Dixon Water Foundation’s Leo Ranch,
with a focus on conservation management,
how to get started with restoration and
conservation grazing practices, conservation easements and endowments. It will
feature a panel of landowners in different
stages of the restoration and conservation
management process. Any landowners
interested in participating in the panel,
please contact Carly at carly_aulicky@
texasprairie.org. Selected panelists will
have a waived workshop fee.
I am also working on revising NPAT’s
Prairie Seekers to take the program
statewide. This is a citizen scientist program that trains volunteers to identify
and assess prairies for conservation.
Prairie Seekers started in the Houston
area in 2009, as a survey to identify

Carly initiated the Paul Mathews Prairie
photo point project and has been making
monthly visits since May. This close up is
of Snow-on-the-Prairie (Euphorbia bicolor)
that was blooming in August.

Registration Program will serve to
strengthen those relationships and reward
landowner dedication to their prairies.
Registered prairie landowners will receive
a sign to post on the land to designate it
as a registered Native Texas Prairie, a
framed certificate, recognition in NPAT’s
registry, a complimentary subscription to
the newsletter, and access to information
and workshops on caring for and protecting native grassland. It is NPAT’s goal
with this program that 1) prairie stewards
are recognized and provided with a
support network and 2) that registered
landowners will work with NPAT to
preserve their prairie into the future.
ALL PHOTOS ON THIS PAGE COURTESY OF MEGHAN CASSIDY
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Teaching the Texas Prairie
By Della Barbato

W

HY ARE prairies and native
plants important? There are
so many reasons! Their deep
roots help mitigate flooding and filter
water in a heavy rain event. Prairie soils
also store carbon from the atmosphere.
And, prairies provide nectar, pollen and
shelter for our rapidly declining populations of insects and pollinators in a food
desert of landscape plants that are native
to other continents. The relationship
between native plants and insects is a
biochemical thing. Insects in this area
have adapted to our native plants over
thousands of years. Those insects, in turn,
are food for our declining populations of
other wildlife, including birds. Caterpillars
are an important food source for our nesting and migrating bird populations.
But, in my opinion, the main benefit of
prairies and native plants is the natural
classroom they provide. If you build it,
they will come—to the ecosystem food
chain. If you augment your garden with
native plants or build a pocket prairie, the
insects will find them! It does not need to
take up a lot of space. And, conservation
is for naught if we don’t educate our
youth about its importance.

Della hosted this educational event with the Entomological Museum of Mississippi
State University in July at Lawther-Deer Park Prairie. They brought live insects and
some of the MSU insect collection. The group also spent the morning on the prairie
studying our native coastal prairie insects.

energy flow of a prairie ecosystem and
using Google Earth at your school. A
takeaway in the form of a laminated
information sheet or trifold is also being
created for the participating teachers.

The Tiger Prairie at Katy High School is
one of many pocket prairies that serves
as a hands-on, real-world outdoor classroom for their students—just by stepping
out the door!

Teaching the Texas Prairie

Create a Pocket Prairie

Teacher Information Exchange

I am taking the Prairie Teacher Workshop
statewide! This is a hybrid teacher workshop. It will consist of a local field component for educators, led by facilitators
from our NPAT chapters in Houston,
Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, San Antonio,
Northeast Texas and the Fayette Prairie.
We will then come together for the virtual
component.
The NPAT Education Committee is
putting together a prairie curriculum with
activities for teachers that are “no fail.”
I will then host a teacher workshop. This
will teach the teachers how to build a
pocket prairie on their campus, the importance of conserving and restoring
prairies, and facts about our wildlife
decline. Student activities taught to the
teachers may include insect sweep,
nature journaling, history of the land,
making seed balls, a prairie sensory walk,

The NPAT Education Program is currently
collaborating with several schools to
build pocket prairies on their campuses.
We train teachers and students how to
turn an area of the school into a learning
classroom that is alive. Campus pocket
prairies then become a science, history or
art classroom. Pocket prairies serve as a
valuable food source for our native pollinators, especially in the urban areas.
Native prairies are more economical than
lawns—needing less fertilizer and water.
These pocket prairies represent a local
habitat as diverse and rare as the tropical
forests. A school pocket prairie is a tactile,
visual, and natural space that improves
educational value for children. Texas history, Houston’s cultural link to grasslands,
ecology, insect study and adaptation,
soil science and art are just a few of the
lessons that can be utilized by teachers.

The importance of pocket prairies in
schools is now supported by curriculum
changes to teach prairie ecology. TEKScorrelated lessons are available for
teachers and parents to utilize at
hereinhouston.org/coastal-prairies.
The Pocket Prairie Teachers Facebook
page is an incredible resource for teachers
who are maintaining, planning or establishing pocket prairies. Educators can
share information about what they are
working on, share resources, seeds,
plants and photos of their projects. This
group now has more than 400 members!
If you are interested in participating in
any of these programs, please contact me
at Della_Barbato@TexasPrairie.org.
We are currently raising funds at our
September 25th fundraiser: the virtual
Party for the Prairie! Join us and support
prairie education!
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Paul Mathews Prairie: A Story in Pictures

I visited Paul Mathews Prairie a few days
after the burn. It had transformed from
a dense, almost impassible prairie. The
hidden topography was now visible in the
blackened landscape. ~Kirsti Harms

NPAT ACQUIRED the 100-acre Paul
Mathews Prairie in 2018. Thanks to Mr.
Mathews for saving this rare remnant of
Blackland Prairie located in Hunt County.
And thanks to Dr. James Conrad for selling it to NPAT for an incredibly generous
price. The Blackland Prairie once covered
millions of acres in Texas. Today, very
little of this habitat remains. This prairie
has an extensive network of deep gilgai
or prairie potholes.
One of our management goals was to
burn this prairie as it had become very
overgrown with vines and brush. Thanks
to the work of Brandon Belcher, North
Texas Preserves Manager for The Nature
Conservancy, we were able to organize
a prescribed burn in April of this year.
Burn boss Michael Covey of Plano offered to use this as a training exercise
for wildland fire fighters. So the cost to
NPAT was minimal and it offered an
educational opportunity.
We’ve been photographing this prairie
as it has gone through its transformation. This spring, Carly Aulicky set up
photo points on the prairie and continues to document it monthly.
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The landscape, days after the burn in April 2021

A compassplant (Silphium laciniatum) in August 2021
Clockwise from the upper left, these pictures show the prairie from a few days after
it was burned to the middle of August a few month later. The April burn helped knock
back the small trees that were starting in fill in on the prairie, after they leafed out.
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The gilgai in the mowed firebreaks
were visible in March 2021
The landscape a month later in May 2021
The prairie plantain
(Arnoglossum plantagineum)
and eastern gammagrass
(Tripsacum dactyloides)
in June 2021

Argiope aurantia spiders
are found on prairies.

Spiders
are often found
lying in wait
on wildflowers.

Crawfish are abundant in the gilgai.
A skipper on a purple coneflower
(Echinacea angustifolia) in June 2021

ALL PHOTOS ON THIS SPREAD ARE COURTESY OF CARLY AULICKY AND KIRSTI
HARMS. THE ARGIOPE AURANTIA SPIDER IS COURTESY OF MEGHAN CASSIDY.
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David Hurt: A New Member

D

AVID HURT became an NPAT
member in May 2021. He credits
his mom, a teacher, with satisfying his thirst to learn about nature. She
was one of those that said, “go outside
and play.”
David had an early affection for creatures with feathers. After graduating
from Lake Belton High School in 1986
he went to Texas A&M Commerce for
a year, where he met Matt White (author
of Prairie Time. A Brief Blackland

Prairie Environmental History). He’d
finally found someone like himself.
After graduating in 1991 from UT
Austin with a business degree, David
began researching Wild Birds Unlimited.
He said, “I was always a very curious
kid. My parents allowed and promoted
that curiosity. It gave me the confidence
to buy a WBU franchise when I was just
24 years old.” David muses, “Life could
not be much better than going to work
every day and talking about my favorite
subject.” Soon his shop was one of the
top five stores in the country.
Dogwood Canyon is the land that
holds the most special place in David’s
heart. He bought 65 acres in Southwest
Dallas County to raise his family in nature, but soon realized how special and
rare the trees and land were, and donated
it to become the Dogwood Canyon
Audubon Center.
David joined NPAT because he has
always loved prairies but has seen so
much disappear lately under rapid urban
growth. “I am at a time in my life where
I can say no to more things and say yes
to those that speak to me. Prairies are not
loved like the woods. I want to help
change that.” We are grateful David is a
member of our community. We look forward to standing with him to help save
our native prairie heritage.

Native Landscape Certification Program
THE NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF TEXAS created the Native Landscape
Certification Program (NLCP) to encourage Texans back to nature in a way that will
benefit their families, the environment and economy.
NLCP is a series of day-long classes that teach best practices for native plant
landscaping—including wildlife habitat gardening. Each class consists of an indoor
training session and a plant identification section. It will teach about plants native
to the local ecoregion and illustrate their use in the landscape. Classes are adapted
to the area in which they are offered. The goal is to increase your appreciation and
use of native plants in landscapes, including emphasizing a sense of place, increasing the presence of desirable wildlife species, reducing the use of water and other
precious resources, and enhancing and protecting our natural world.
NLCP is a state-wide program, but classes focus on the characteristics and
plants of the region in which they are taught. Please register for classes located in
the region in which you wish to landscape.
Visit npsot.org/wp/nlcp to find out schedules and more about this program.
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Wear Your
Prairie Pride!
We heard your requests and created
a cap. You can now order this cotton
hunter green baseball cap with Keeping Texas Prairie! embroidered on the
front. Go to texasprairie.org/keepingtexas-prairie-cap. They are $20 each
plus $5 tax and shipping.
We are also workng on a full brim
hat with a back flap to keep the sun
off your neck. Stay tuned!
Della Barbato has set up an NPAT
embroidery template at Academic
Outfitters in Houston. You may bring
in your own shirt to have the “Keeping
Texas Prairie!” artwork embroidered
on it. Or you can also purchase a
shirt at their store. The cost of the
embroidery is $12 for a shirt.
Academic Outfitters are located
at 5475 W. Loop S #150,
Houston 77081.
houston.academicoutfitters.com.
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A Father’s Legacy
In memory of Wallace Mitchell
By Michelle Villafranca

E
Erin Hatchett’s job as Environmental
Scientist for HDR Engineering takes
her to the Texas coast at times.

Meet Erin Hatchett
NPAT’s President-Elect

A

BOUT this time of year, ten
years ago, I had just finished two
summers of traipsing North Texas
prairies, searching under every milkweed
and Indian plantain for grassland bird nests
(hint: if you are looking for a dickcissel
nest, look under broad-leaved forbs!).
Dickcissels were so abundant on my research site, that I was hearing them in my
sleep and even while traveling down the
highway with the windows up! I finished
my M.S. from Texas Christian University
studying grassland bird nesting at a wind
farm. My interest in prairies grew from
learning about the birds that depend on
this critically imperiled ecosystem.
I always knew I would be a biologist,
ever since I was a kid watching cheesy
nature shows with my dad. I have worked
as a wildlife biologist for more than 20
years now, first for the National Park
Service, the Forest Service, and then in
private consulting. But once I got a taste
of research in prairies, I wanted to get
involved in real, boots-on-the-ground
conservation. I eventually found NPAT
and went on my first field trip to Maddin
Prairie. I was hooked! After visiting
Maddin and meeting some great people
who love prairies, and nature in general,
I knew I wanted to be one of these
“prairie people!” I jumped in and joined
NPAT. I was asked to serve on the Board
of Directors in 2019, and this year, I
started my term as President-Elect. I am
looking forward to meeting more “prairie
people” and helping the organization
continue its important mission.

ASTER was my parent’s 62nd
wedding anniversary. My father
passed away 24 hours short of
reaching this anniversary. I am profoundly
sad, as is my mother and husband, Vince.
I am my father’s daughter. I am all that
is left of him. My father, Wallace, made
me all that I am today.
He spent his early days
on the prairies around
Temple. He played high
school football and attended Southwestern
University on a Methodist
scholarship. His grand
father was a preacher and
had the benefit of sending
family through school.
But alas, my father chose
a different route and
transferred to Southwest
Texas State Teachers
College in San Marcos to earn a degree
in business. He was drafted into the
Army during the Korean War. He was
injured when a grenade detonated in his
foxhole. His Army mate was killed, and
my father was injured. He was triaged
and transported stateside to recover. He
received a Purple Heart.
He served the remainder of his military
time in Washington State at a nuclear
facility. When he returned home he
resumed his university education with
renewed enthusiasm. After graduation,
he moved to Fort Worth and became a
Regional Manager for Goodyear. He met
a lovely young lady named Sue and
married her on April 4, 1959. They spent
their first 10 years traveling, working and
visiting with friends. They built a home
in Azle, and this is where they raised me.
This is where my father peacefully
passed away on Saturday, April 3, 2021.
In the early 1960s, my father used his
veteran’s benefits to buy a ranch in Wise
County, which became his hobby, his
second job, and his passion. He learned
to raise cattle, build fences, manage the
land, and eventually, pass this passion
and knowledge on to me. Following in

my father’s footsteps, I attended the
same university (with a new name)
where I met Vince. We married and
moved to the ranch. I learned ranching
from my father.
My dad was a world traveler. He hitchhiked cross-country and into Central

Many years ago, my dad picked out his
cemetery plot and marker. I love this
historic rural cemetery. Bluebonnets on
the headstone, and little bluestem and
Indiangrass are growing in the cemetery.

America. He had numerous adventures
involving earthquakes, being held hostage (sorta), pyramids—enough to fill a
book. He was a scholar without the PhD.
He voraciously pursued knowledge on a
variety of subjects including archaeology,
paleontology, geology, history, religion,
and philosophy. He transferred that interest to me, as well as to anyone he met!
In his later years, he pondered life and
the universe.
His body eventually tired. He fought
with the persistence of a warrior, but in
the end, cancer took his life. I had the
good fortune to be able to spend a lot of
time with him in his waning days. Vince,
my mother and I were by his side as he
drew his final breath. I will honor his
memory forever. Everything that I am
is because of him.
~Michelle Villafranca is a longtime
NPAT board member and officer for the
Fort Worth chapter.
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Ways To Give
YOUR DONATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS make a difference! By supporting
NPAT every year, you help us conserve Texas prairies and to educate people about
their value. Have fun with us! Join fellow prairie enthusiasts at meetings, workshops, field trips and volunteer activities. Be a part of the solution for the many
challenges facing this great American landscape.
We depend on your support to help us conserve Texas prairies and to educate
people about their value. NPAT’s programs are supported by gifts, donations,
employer matching funds, grants, membership dues and volunteer efforts.

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DEDUCTION Did you know you can make a direct
donation from your IRA distribution? If you are 70 ½ and older, you can donate up to
$100,000 in IRA assets directly to a charity without taking the distribution into taxable income. The new RMD age is 72; if giving a QCD at 70 ½, you will reduce future
RMD by lowering your overall IRA balance. Contact your financial advisor for more
information.

DONATING STOCKS If you give stock that you’ve owned longer than a year to a
charity, you can deduct the full market value of the stock as an itemized charitable
deduction. That not only avoids the capital gains liability you’d owe on the stock if
you sold it, but also maximizes the tax deduction you’re allowed to take.

BEQUESTS Consider making a gift to NPAT in your will. These gifts help us build our
endowment and create a Texas prairie legacy for future generations to experience.

VEHICLE DONATION It’s easy to donate your old vehicle, boat, RV to NPAT. Go to
careasy.org to find out how. Look for Native Prairies Association of Texas in their
nonprofit list.

EMPLOYER GIFT MATCHING Some employers offer matching gifts, meaning
they will match some or all of your charitable donations or your volunteer hours.
Check to see if your employer offers this policy and potentially double your donation.

VOLUNTEER Donate your time at your favorite prairie. NPAT has properties around
the state. We host regular monthly volunteer days at Lawther-Deer Park Prairie, the
Kirchoff Farm near Floresville and the Dowell Ranch in Austin. Contact us at office@
texasprairie.org about ways to volunteer!

HOST A FUNDRAISER It’s easy to fundraise on social media. This is a great way
to ask friends to support a cause that matters to you!

AMAZON SMILE Support NPAT while shopping at Amazon. Just go to
smile.amazon.com and select Native Prairies Association of Texas as your charity.
A portion of the sale comes to us.

DONATE A PRAIRIE A donation of property or a conservation easement can
include significant tax incentives, and help with management and restoration advice.
AND you will be part of the conservation of family and Texas prairie lands!

JUST DONATE! You can always mail a check to us at PO Box 1101, Manchaca TX
78652, or visit texasprairie.org and click the donate button at the top of the page.

FOR MORE INFORMATION Visit texasprairie.org,
email us at office@texasprairie.org or call 512-392-2288.
The Native Prairies Association of Texas
(NPAT) is a non-governmental, 501(c)3
non-profit organization and accredited
land trust, dedicated to protecting land
in Texas. EIN#75-2146108
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Board of Directors 2021
Patricia Merkord, President
Erin Hatchett, President-elect
Ann Sansone, Secretary
Douglas Neaves, Treasurer
Jo Ann Collins
Sean Fitzgerald
Dr. Cassidy Johnson
Don Kirchoff
Gary Kocurek
Jason Spangler, Past President
Lan Shen
Tim Siegmund
Jason Singhurst
Michelle Villafranca
Matt Wagner
Wallace Ward III

Executive Director
Kirsti Harms
kirsti_harms@texasprairie.org

Development Director
Jeff Sargent
jeff_sargent@texasprairie.org

Director of Education
Della Barbato
della_barbato@texasprairie.org

North Texas Director
Carly Aulicky, PhD
carly_aulicky@texasprairie.org

NPAT CHAPTERS
Blackland (Dallas)
blacklandnpat.wordpress.com

Fayette Prairie
texasprairie.org/fayette-prairie-chapter

Fort Worth
fortworthnpat.wordpress.com

Houston
houstonprairie.org

San Antonio
texasprairie.org/san-antonio-chapter

CONTACT US
Visit texasprairie.org
email office@texasprairie.org
call 512-392-2288
or write PO Box 1101, Our new
mailing
Manchaca, TX 78652

address!

FALL 2021

TO OUR MEMBERS AND DONORS!
YOUR GENEROUS support of NPAT makes it possible to carry out our mission of conserving,
restoring and sharing an appreciation of native prairies. Here are some significant donations
from the past year. As always, we appreciate our members and donors at ALL levels.
Caroline Dowell Estate
$100,000 for stewardship

In Memory of Charles Unruh
Lisa Stokdyk

Coastal Prairie Partnership
$19,000 for workshops and
conferences

Benefactors
Julieanne Brittain
Ashley Landry
Colleen Murray
Ann Sansone

HDR Foundation
$10,120 for Lawther-Deer Park
Educational Program supplies
Conoco/Phillips
$2000 Employee Match for
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie
Houston Seminar
$750 for Lawther-Deer Park
Prairie Tour
Wilson County Soil District
$150 for SANPAT Events
Super Star Donors
(they’ve gone above and beyond!)
Erin Hatchett
B.F. Hicks
Marsha Stephens
New Lifetime Members
Mark & Cheryl Brown
Jaime Gonzalez
Ted Haynes
Dr. Cassidy Johnson
Cindy Martin and Ray Audas
Swee Leng Rapatz
Michelle Villafranca
Patrons
Anne Furse

Prairie Heroes
Susan And Joe Carroll
Kimberly Clemons
Neal Cook
Lois Diggs
Carolyn Fannon
Silvia & Tom Gederberg
Charles Hall
Hewlett-Packard Employees
Katy Hoskins
Lee Huber
Agnieszka Hurst
John Koenig
Megan McConnell
Lucy & Joseph McCorkle
Brice Moczygemba
Mary Parkhouse
Michael Stevenson
Carter Tielkemeier
Matt Wagner
Don & Debora Young
North Texas Outreach and
Stewardship Program
Glenn Butler
James Merritt: A Special
Thank You!
Priscilla Weeks

The Lundquist family created
this memorial sign for the
Charlie Lundquist Boardwalk
at Lawther-Deer Park Prairie.
Thank You to Charles for the
many hours he has devoted to
the work on the boardwalk!

SPONSORS
Prairie Blazing Star
The Lundquist Family
Meadowlark
Beth and Roy Clark
Wallace Ward
Texas Coneflower
Asakura Robinson
Sirpa Harms
Gwen Kunz
Suzanne and Steve Tuttle
Donate For Education
Brandt Mannchen
Donald Verser
In Memory Of Wallace Mitchell
Maria Duman
David Seals and Family
Suzanne M. Tuttle
Michelle Villafranca
Charlie Lundquist Boardwalk
Vicky Mann
Charles Barfield: A Special

Bird A Thon ($1271 Raised!)
Della Barbato
JoAnn Collins
Denise Costello
Erin Daniel
Kirsti Harms
Don Kirchoff
Ann Sansone
Jeff Sargent
Suzanne Tuttle
Wallace Ward
Anne Weis
Debbie Westbeld
Our Special Sustaining
Members and Donors
(Monthly giving is an easy
way to support NPAT and
is greatly appreciated!)
Meghan Cassidy
Ritva Shanta Friend
Craig Giesecke
Agnieszka Hurst
Kelly Kaszynski
Leah Mason
Trent Miller
Chuck Sexton
Jacob Smith
Michelle Villafranca
Mary Woodward

SUPPORT THE NATIVE PRAIRIES ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS!
To join or renew online, visit texasprairie.org and
go to Join/Support and select Become a Member.
Or fill out this form and mail a check to:
Native Prairies Association of Texas
PO Box 1101, Manchaca, TX 78652
Membership Categories: 
$1,500 Family Lifetime
$1,000 Lifetime
$500 Patron
$250 Benefactor
$100 Hero
$75 Family
$50 Individual
$35 Student
$35 Senior
New
Renewal
____________ Additional donation
Chapter affiliation ______________________

Name:_________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State: ________Zip:______________
Home/Office Phone:____________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________________
I’m interested in prairies because:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Please consider including an additional donation with your membership dues.
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NOTE: OUR NEW MAILING ADDRESS!
Members/donors can also update their contact
information at any time by going to “Membership/
Donation History” at the top of the texasprairie.org
menu bar. If you need help or have questions,
please contact us at office@texasprairie.org.

P.O. Box 1101
Manchaca TX 78652

texasprairie.org
Your support helps us carry out our mission and programs
to conserve, restore, and educate people about the value
of native prairies, savannas, and other grasslands in Texas.
Let’s keep Texas prairie!

Native Prairies Association of Texas
is hosting the

Party for the Prairie! A Virtual Celebration
September 25, 2021 at 7 p.m.
Registration will be complimentary. Check texasprairie.org/party for more details!
This entertaining and inspiring VIRTUAL celebration will raise vital funds
for the Lawther-Deer Park Prairie Education Program.

Sponsorships continue to be welcome.
As promotion of the Party goes out to our
statewide network, we expect even more
attendees now in our virtual format. Learn
more at texasprairie.org/partysponsor
The evening will still include our tribute
to the late Charlie Lundquist, a dedicated
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie volunteer, as well
as a raffle (a Kubota RTV 520!), live and
silent auctions, and stories about how
you are helping save our native prairies by
educating our youth and the general public.
The prairie costume contest is STILL
ON!! Submit your costume photo to us.
Share your creativity with the prairie community and maybe even win a prize. Email us
at event@texasprairie.org.
The Lawther-Deer Park Prairie program
connects people of all ages in the Greater
Houston Area to its coastal prairie heritage.
We provide valuable lessons through programs at schools, videos, field trips to
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie, teacher workshops, pocket prairies, and a new summer
science camp for girls.
Can’t make it to the party? You can still
support the education program by going to
texasprairie.org/donate-for-education

