F R O M T H E N AT I V E P R A I R I E S A S S O C I AT I O N O F T E X A S

News
SPRING 2020 • VOL. 32 NO. 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF KIRSTI HARMS

Talbot Brothers Prairie Saved!
Thanks to the Talbot family, NPAT has acquired another rare prairie property.

F

IFTH GENERATION Texans,
David and John Talbot of New
Boston, recently sold 366 acres
of bottomland forest and prairie in Bowie
County, including one of the last examples
of unplowed native prairie in northeast
Texas, to the Native Prairies Association
of Texas (NPAT).
The Talbots previously owned the now
preserved property for more than 55 years.
“The land stewardship and preservation
of these unique prairie lands into the
future is very important to our family’s
legacy,” said John Talbot. “Our mother,
Mary Talbot, initiated a similar transaction
several years back on another tract of
around 115 acres.” [Purchased by NPAT

in 2012, and named Mary Talbot Prairie.]
NPAT, dedicated to restoration and
conservation of such prairies throughout
the state of Texas, will own and manage
the property to ensure that the preserve
remains in good condition. The newly
purchased property will be called the
Talbot Brothers Prairie Preserve.
“We are thankful for landowners like
the Talbots who recognize the value of
these prairie lands as a precious natural
resource not only today but forever,” said
Kirsti Harms, NPAT Executive Director.
Natural tallgrass prairies once covered
more than ten million acres in northcentral Texas, stretching from San Antonio
to the Red River. Because of the region’s

productive soils, most prairie land was
converted to farmland more than a century
ago, and additional acreage has been lost
to urban development with the expansion
of Dallas-Fort Worth and other cities.
Experts estimate only one or two percent
of the original prairie is left today.
The funding to buy the property was
provided by a damage settlement related
to the former Kerr-McGee creosote
wood-treating facility in Texarkana. The
settlement funds were allocated by state
and federal agencies including the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality,
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department,
Texas General Land Office, and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife (continued on page 2)
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Talbot Brothers Prairie, continued

PAT MERKORD first visited the prairie in June
of 2013. We were amazed at the quality of
the prairie and the physical features.
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“The prairie land was a real blessing
for us,” said David Talbot. “Native
prairie grasses are very palatable and
require the least care of any kind of hay
operation. Others around us converted to
improved pastures, but we never did.”
The preserve is even more exceptional
because it is a type of prairie with a
unique mix of grasses and wildflowers,
including a grass known as Silveus
dropseed. These prairies are found
nowhere in the world except northeast
Texas and are one of the rarest
landscapes in the Lone Star State.
The preserve also includes more than
200 acres of bottomland, hardwood forest
and wetlands, adding different habitats
which are used by many wildlife species.
The preserve will be protected by a
conservation easement held by The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), a global
nonprofit organization dedicated to
conserving the lands and waters on
which all life depends. “We feel very
fortunate to be able to protect one of the
best examples left of the natural heritage
of Northeast Texas,” said David Bezanson,
TNC Protection and Easement Manager.
“We are grateful to the Talbot family
for managing the property so well and
for helping sustain a Texas legacy by
conserving it.”
For more information about this prairie
and NPAT, visit texasprairie.org. For
more information about The Nature
Conservancy, visit nature.org.
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Service for projects that compensate for
damage to creek and wetland habitats.
The Talbot Brothers Preserve has been
in hay production for decades which has
maintained the prairie’s natural character,
including colorful seasonal wildflowers
and waving tall grasses which are kneehigh by midsummer, when the hay is cut.
While improved pastures usually have
only a few plant species, more than 330
varieties of plants grow in the prairie and
woodlands of the preserve. Native
prairies are also important for wildlife,
including songbirds and bobwhite quail.
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Prairie Blazing Star
(Liatris pyncnostachya)

Troutlilies bloom in early spring in Texas.

Troutlily Time in Texas
The white troutlily (Erythronium albidum)
is also known as dogtooth violet, white
fawnlily and adder’s-tongue. This low, lilyfamily plant has small, white, down-turned
flowers and mottled leaves. It blooms in
early spring, around the same time as redbuds and wild plums. Troutlilies are found
among the fallen oak leaves that covered
them through the winter. They are only in
bloom a few weeks, with flowers open on
sunny afternoons. Petals are often bent
backwards exposing brown stamens. The
name dogtooth violet comes from its root,
a corm the size of a dog’s tooth.
Colonies of troutlilies are rare, usually
occurring where the land was never plowed
or disturbed in any way. They are pollinated
by flying insects like bees, and the seeds
are dispersed by ants.
They can be found in Post Oak Preserve
in Seagoville, Spring Creek Forest Preserve
in Garland, Dogwood Canyon Audubon
Center in Cedar Hill and Cedar Ridge
Preserve in Dallas.
Springtime troutlily walks are popular
in North Texas. Groups like the Friends of
Tandy Hills in Fort Worth host an annual
Troutlily Walk. This year it was led by
Sam Kieschnick. The late Jim Varnum was
a regular walk leader. The Heard Museum
in McKinney, the Preservation Society for
Spring Creek Forest in Garland and Native
Plant Society of Texas chapters also
organize walks.
For more information about this flower,
visit the Plant Database at wildflower.org.
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Broadcast Hill: A Lasting Legacy (Hot Diggity Dog!)
by Don Young

I
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STARTED to get excited in late
December 2019 when I first heard
about the City of Fort Worth’s new,
Open Space Acquisitions program. After
watching the City Council work session
video, I could tell they were serious.
District 7 Rep., Kelly Allen Gray, actually
proposed that Broadcast Hill be high on
the list for consideration. Seizing the
moment, I wrote a letter to Mayor Betsy
Price and other council members.
Sensing that this could be our big
chance, I reached out to Friends of Tandy
Hills board member, Jim Marshall. Together we quickly put together a Call to
Action aimed at getting the ear of the
City. By mid-January we had alerted the
1,200 people on the Tandy Hills email
list, requesting they, too, send letters to
the mayor and council. Facebook posts
followed along with timely reminders.
Key endorsements were received from
like-minded organizations.
Jim Marshall came up with the brilliant
idea of asking people to pledge to buy oneacre as another way of getting the City’s
attention. He divided the selling price of
$700K by the number of acres (51), which
came out to $13,725 per acre. Friends of
Tandy Hills pledged the first acre. Three
more very generous people joined us.
Board member, Heather Foote had the
idea of a pledge to protect one species.
That netted ten quick pledges of $583
each. Other significant pledges came in.
We were on a roll. In just six weeks we
had pledges totalling nearly $63,000.
Two timely media reports were enormously helpful (Texas Highways magazine and GreensourceDFW.org). I had
received no contact from the City, but I
dutifully reported our progress and intentions to the mayor every couple of weeks.
Then, in late February, little hints started
flowing from various city officials. The
Parks and Recreation Dept. contacted me
with odd questions as did my councilwoman’s assistant and the assistant city
manager. Hmmm...something’s afoot
here. When the mayor’s personal assistant
called me before the Mayor’s “State of

THANKS to the Friends of Tandy Hills and everyone who spoke up to save Broadcast Hill. We
hope you get a chance to visit soon and check out wildflowers like these perennial paintbrushes.

the City” address, requesting photos of
Tandy Hills, I knew the deal was done.
I tuned in to the Mayor’s LIVE address
on February 28. At exactly 12:40 p.m.
she said it out loud in her folksy twang.
“The city has purchased Broadcast Hill.”
There was polite applause from the
audience of Chamber of Commerce-types.
A distant whoop and holler turned some
heads. The mayor thanked Friends of
Tandy Hills and others involved. She
commented that she had received around
300 letters, and went on to her next topic.
Me? I took a screenshot, capturing the
moment and walked outside to gaze at
the big tower on the hill, imagining how
sweet it will be when City Council takes
a ceremonial vote [held in early March]
to formally complete the deal. Tandy
Hills Natural Area will grow to
211-acres, making it one of the largest
urban natural areas in the country.
Your supporting letters sent to the
mayor and council urging them to act
swiftly in acquiring Broadcast Hill made
a difference. The nearly $63,000 raised
by our campaign in just 6 weeks—more
than 10% of the final selling price—

was HUGE in getting the City’s attention.
The endorsements from our friends made
a difference. Enjoy your sweet reward.
Don Young, who co-founded Friends of
Tandy Hills with his wife, Debora, says the
land is a continuation of the 160-acre
Tandy Hills Natural Area, an urban park
comprised of never-developed, wilderness
in the middle of town. Priced at $700,000,
Broadcast Hill is a combination of woodland and open prairie on hilly terrain.
Don states that there are approximately
1,200 native species and counting. The
Friends group says the addition of the
Broadcast Hill tract will make Tandy Hills
one of the largest urban natural areas in
the country. Visit tandyhills.org.
At NPAT we are very excited to hear
about this purchase, and the City of Fort
Worth’s Open Space initiative that includes
prairie lands. We would also like to
thank Suzanne Tuttle who brought this
to our attenton, and to our Fort Worth
Chapter officers who wrote a very
thoughtful letter to the mayor and the
council in support of this purchase.
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OUR FIRST FUNDRAISER FOR EDUCATION!
ON MARCH 7 NPAT, with the support of our Houston chapter volunteers,
hosted our first fundraiser party at the Safari Texas Ranch. Thanks to Susan
Conaty for sharing her story, the generosity of our sponsors and everyone who
attended we raised more than $26,000 towards our Lawther-Deer Park Prairie
Education Program. This prairie is NPAT’s primary teaching prairie and the education program has served youth and adults in the greater Houston area for
the last two years. We are working to keep it going into the future. Thank you!

BENEFITTING THE LAWTHER- DEER PARK
EDUCATION PROGRAM • MARCH 7, 2020
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IN 1999, Susan and Peter Conaty moved to
West Columbia. Peter became the Reverend
at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, and soon
afterward, Susan began attending Master
Naturalist classes. She became interested
in grasses and learned from the prairie experts. Then she met Flo Hannah. Flo led
Susan to what is now known as Nash Prairie. Susan led Peter to the prairie.
Susan Conaty shared the connections,
serendipitous events and sometimes just
plain dumb luck that Peter and she had
with St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, the West
Columbia Hospital Trustees, Cradle of Texas
Master Naturalists and The Nature Conservancy. This tale ultimately led to the conservation and preservation of the hay meadow
on the Kittie Nash Groce Ranch—the property known as The Nature Conservancy’s
Nash Prairie Preserve.
Father Peter Conaty of St. Mary’s described
Nash in simple, succinct terms: “In theology,
we talk about a thin place where heaven
and earth meet, where we will find God. And
this is where I find God.”
4
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Susan and Peter Conaty
Prairie Conservation Heroes

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Auctioneer Laura Reuter took bids for five prairie tours. Director of
Education Della Barbato described the education program. NPAT President Pat Merkord
gave the award to Susan Conaty. Hazel Potvin, committee volunteer and sponsor talks to
Barry Ward, and the silent auction table included the award-winning student artwork.
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Thank You to our Sponsors!
PLATINUM

Lubrizol
GOLD
Hazel and Allen Potvin

Shell Deer Park
SILVER
Mary Waters

BRONZE

Cullen Geiselman
Dean Lawther
Beth Robertson
Don Verser and Sarah Flournoy
Wallace Ward
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From the Missouri Prairie Foundation

Prairie Remnants, Restorations
and Reconstructions

T

HESE TERMS can sometimes
be confusing. Below are definitions of these words that Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF) uses to
describe their work to protect as much
original prairie as possible, and to establish
reconstructions via prairie plantings.
Remnant: an original, unplowed habitat, often much reduced from a larger,
intact original landscape.
Restoration: enhancing a site that has
been degraded by disturbances (e.g.,
overseeded to non-native grasses and/or
overgrazed, or invaded by trees), but has
never been plowed.
Reconstruction: establishing a coarse
replica of a natural community, like a
prairie, from scratch on a previously
row-cropped and plowed site, with a
seeded planting. (Current condition of a
site before reconstruction could be nonnative grasses, row crops, or previously
disturbed land containing native or nonnative weedy vegetation.)
In November 2019, an article published in Restoration Ecology:
Are we close enough? Comparing prairie
6

reconstruction chronosequences to remnants following two site preparation
methods in Missouri, U.S.A. underscores this point. [Restoration Ecology
Journal is a publication of the Society
for Ecological Restoration at ser.org.]
Written by Chris Newbold, Natural
History Biologist with the Missouri
Department of Conservation, and coauthors Benjamin Knapp and Lauren
Pile, the article documents results of a
study whereby diverse prairie plantings
were established through reconstruction,
but they did not reach the diversity and
comparable species composition of
nearby reference, remnant prairies. The
article also stresses the importance of
site preparation and improved seed collection and establishment techniques
for more diverse reconstructions.
Protecting remnants is vital conservation work—because many elements of
original prairie are irreplaceable. Establishing reconstructions is critical as
well, to expand habitat for many species
of grassland wildlife, improve health of
watersheds, and store more carbon in

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Remnant prairies, like

Daphne Prairie often have formations like this
mima mound. Simpson Prairie is a restoration
from an over-grazed pasture. Maddin Prairie is
a reconstruction from former cropland.

the soil. In 2019, MPF seeded 155 acres
at several sites with a diverse mix of
seeds collected from remnants, and will
continue these reconstruction projects in
2020, along with ongoing stewardship of
our prairie remnants.
Missouri Prairie Foundation’s mission
is to protect and restore original, unplowed
prairie and other native grassland communities, like glades and savannas.
MPF’s properties contain remnants of
original, unplowed prairie—some of
which have been restored—and also
acreage that has been altered, such as
converted to row crops, that they reconstruct to prairie plantings. To learn more
about Foundation and their work, visit
moprairie.org.
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How The Lorax Lead to
the Savage Cabbage Bash
by Jo Ann Collins

students from Greta Bowlings and Pansy
Shih’s classes at Tarrant County College.
Students from my Community Service
Remind Group have also participated.
The areas where we pulled it up are virtually BC free! Since the cabbage is an
annual, pulling it is a very successful
strategy in its eradication. In fact, TRWD
maintenance staff have pointed out a new
area this year, since the areas we worked
are pretty much cabbage free. If you are
ever on the Trinity Trails between the
Press Cafe and the I-30 bridge, you have
seen our work!
Due to its success, the event will be
moved! This year we will be working on
the trail at the bridge near the intersection
of Bellaire and Hulen. The 5th Annual
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Savage Cabbage Bash has been postponed due to concerns about coronavirus.

I

N 2012, my daugher and I took a
bike ride along the Trinity Trail in
Fort Worth to see The Lorax at the
theater. The Lorax is one of Dr. Suess’s
greatest books about environmental
awareness. We enjoyed the movie and
headed home on the Trinity Trail. On the
way, we saw a new wildflower. It oddly
resembled the Truffula Trees featured in
movie we had just seen. We decided to
call them Truffula Flowers. I took note
and tried to find out what this mysterious
flower was.
It didn’t take long to find out what we
had witnessed was a fairly recent invasive
species that has taken up residence all
across the metroplex! I am a substitute
teacher for FWISD. So, upon finding out
its common name was bastard cabbage,
I used it as an attention-grabber to get
students interested in recognizing invasive
species. I often use my Master Naturalist
and native plant knowledge to excite students about going outdoors and attending
nature events! Saying the B-word goes a
long way in getting a high school student
to pay attention. In fact, I have even been
called the “B” teacher by some students!
In 2016, while substituting, I happened
to bring up bastard cabbage to a class of

6th-grade girls at the Young Women’s
Leadership Academy (YWLA) in Fort
Worth. I told them that the plant was
found along the Trinity Trails and how I
wished I could get some people to help
me pull it up. They said, “We could do
that!” We discussed how to find sponsors
for the event. Remembering that Tarrant
Regional Water District (TRWD) used
gloves and trash bags for their Trinity
River Trash Bash, it seemed like a perfect fit to have the group contact TRWD
board member, Marty Leonard, who also
happens to be a big supporter of YWLA.
Soon we had a meeting set up with
TRWD’s Tina Hendon and Marty Leonard
to plan the event. Calling it The Bastard
Cabbage Bash seemed a bit unladylike,
so the girls decided to call it The Savage
Cabbage Bash! The event was a huge
success. We had nearly 40 family members
from the school come out and bag almost
100 bags of this invasive species.
Over the last four years, we have continued the event. After two years, the
maintenance staff of the TRWD called us
to see if we were still coming. The event
is now sponsored by the Fort Worth
chapter of the Native Prairies Association
of Texas. We have also partnered with

Check the event on the Facebook page of
the Fort Worth Chapter of the Native
Prairies Association of Texas for any
updates about the location of the event.
For more information and updates
about this event, contact JoAnn Collins
at joacollins@gmail.com.

If you need some nature therapy to help
you deal with the all-out assault on nature
these days, join in for some bastard cabbage removal. Feel free to think of your
favorite “B” word when pulling it up!
If you would like to organize your own
Savage Cabbage Bash, Jo Ann has signs
that were donated by TRWD.
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2019: A YEAR IN REVIEW
ACQUISITIONS

Clymer West tract: this is our third ease-

ment at Clymer Meadows Preserve. We
are very excited to continue our collaboration on this special Blackland prairie.
Talbot Brothers Prairie: This property
was acquired in October. It has been a
four-year process. The conservation easement with the Nature Conservancy will
be finalized this spring.

MEMBERSHIPS

In September, we held a membership
drive and sale—our first one. The first
NPAT calendar was offered as an incentive to get a premium membership. Stay
tuned for the 2021 edition!
The Annual Membership Meeting was
held in September at the Dixon Water
Foundation’s Leo Ranch near Decatur. It
gave NPAT members and the Dixon Foun
dation board a chance to meet. Robert Potts,
Dixon President and CEO and Melissa
Bookhout, Education Program Coordinator gave an introduction to the foundaton
and the property. Field trips to two tracts
of the ranch were led by Lisa Bellows and
Bill Carr. The evening was spent enjoying
dinner and companionship at the Clint
Josey Pavillion. Pat Merkord, NPAT President gave an update on the year.
Lone Land Steward Award: The
Kirchoff Family Farm received this honor
in 2019 for their prairie restoration work
on the family’s farm. It is well deserved.

IN THE FIELD

NPAT continued to host workdays and
field trips on several of our properties
and easements. A March workday at Mary
Talbot focused on cutting back non-native
species in the tree mottes. A field day in
May gave visitors a chance to see this
prairie and the nearby Talbot Brothers
Prairie in bloom.
At Maddin Prairie in May a team
worked to treat the mesquite encroachment.
Later, a team conducted the annual breeding bird survey. Erin Hatchett began a
nesting bird survey. Blackland chapter
members came out for a visit in September. We were able to find horned lizards,
8

look at the stars and take a night hike to
look for critters.
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie and the
Kirchoff Farm continue to host monthly
workdays. Deer Park Prairie provides
opportunities to help with land managment,
seed collection and study the prairie
throughout the year. Kirchoff Farm provides great opportunities to participate in
a prairie restoration.
A couple of special field trips

included a fall visit to the Skip Barnett
Ranch near Denton. On a cold October
day, a group visited the Bush Ranch and
Simpson Prairie near Crawford. Mike
Williams shared his restoration experiences
on those properties. NPAT was able to
lead a tour to the Ebel Ranch and Daphne
Prairie as part of the Texas Master Naturalist conference as well.
The Kirchoff Farm hosted two workshops:
A Restoration Workshop with the San
Antonio Missions and Profitable Prairies.

THE BIG CONFERENCE!

Thanks to our co-hosts: Coastal Prairie
Partnership, Katy Prairie Conservancy
and the Nature Conservancy, NPAT
was able to bring the North American
Prairie Conference to Texas. The confer-

ence was held in Clear Lake, near Houston
and highlighted coastal prairies for attendees from across the state and the country.

CHAPTERS

Our chapters continue to grow, and provide
outreach and education in their regions.
The San Antonio Chapter became official
and the CenTex Chapter is on the way.
The Houston Chapter and the Coastal
Prairie Partnership collaborated again on
the annual Prairie Stampede. This potluck dinner and presentation brings together several Houston area conservation
groups and celebrates their successes.
Fort Worth Chapter members hosted
field trips and continue to collaborate
with the city and county on local prairie
projects like Stella Rowan Prairie.
The Blackland Chapter is working
with the City of Dallas to maintain the
prairies at White Rock Lake.

Five Tips To Stay Safe
While Hiking
Hiking is great exercise and it’s a fun way
to enjoy time outdoors. But, if you get hurt
when you’re out hiking on your own, it could
be a while before anyone comes along to
help. Here are five of the best things that
you can do to make sure that you stay safe.

Bring extra clothing and water:
Depending on where you are, the temperature could swing wildly during your hike.
Savvy hikers come prepared for all possibilities. Dress in layers so that as the
temperatures change, you can discard or
add layers. Always carry water!

Tell someone where you’re going. Even
if you are hiking in a familiar area, let
someone know where you will be and
about how long you plan to be out. Send
them a text and a selfie when you’re ready to
hit the trail so that they have a picture of
you they can give to authorities, and it will
help medical personnel to look for you.
Always have a trail map. It’s not a good
idea to rely on your GPS when you’re hiking.
The GPS on your phone, your fitness tracker, or other devices is not always reliable in
remote areas. Bring a paper trail map with
you and keep it safe. If there is no paper
map take a photo of the map that is posted at the trailhead for reference.
Don’t bother the animals. No matter how
adorable they seem, wild animals can become aggressive when they feel threatened. Never approach any wild animals.
Don’t offer them food and don’t disturb
them. Enjoy the view and take a photo
from a distance if you want.
Know when to stop. If it looks like you’re
going to run out of time, know when it’s
time to stop. If you are not going to make
it to the trailhead, then stop for the night
in a designated picnic area or trail shelter
even if there are still hours of daylight left.
This information was provided by.
personalinjury-law.com, an organization
dedicated to providing the public with
information about personal injury and
safety information. Nothing in this article
should be construed as legal advice, and
it is intended for informational use only.
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One in Four Birds Lost in the Past 50 Years

A

Eastern meadowlark
is a common bird
of the grasslands.

humans depend on for our own health and
livelihoods—and because people all over
the world cherish birds. Can you imagine a
world without birdsong?”
Although the study did not analyze the
causes of declines, it noted that the steep
drop in North American birds parallels
the losses of birds elsewhere in the
world, suggesting multiple interacting
causes that reduce breeding success and
increase mortality. It noted that the largest factor driving these declines is likely
the widespread loss and degradation of
habitat, especially due to agricultural
intensification and urbanization.
Other studies have documented mortality
from predation by free-roaming domestic
cats; collisions with glass, buildings, and
other structures; and pervasive use of pesticides associated with widespread declines
in insects—an essential food source for
birds. Climate change is expected to compound these challenges by altering habitats
and threatening plant communities that
birds need to survive. More research is
needed to pinpoint primary causes for
declines in individual species.
“The story is not over,” said coauthor
Michael Parr, president of American Bird
Conservancy. “There are so many ways to
help save birds. Some require policy decisions such as strengthening the Migratory

PHOTO COURTESY OF DORIS BROOKENS

STUDY published in September
2019 in the journal Science reveals that since 1970, bird populations in the United States and Canada
have declined by 29 percent, or almost
3 billion birds, signaling a widespread
ecological crisis. The results show tremendous losses across diverse groups of
birds and habitats—from iconic songsters
such as meadowlarks to long-distance
migrants such as swallows, and backyard
birds including sparrows.
“Multiple, independent lines of evidence
show a massive reduction in the abundance
of birds,” said Ken Rosenberg, the study’s
lead author and a senior scientist at the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American
Bird Conservancy. “We expected to see
declines of threatened species. But for the
first time, the results also showed pervasive
losses among common birds across all habitats, including backyard birds.”
The study notes that birds are indicators
of environmental health, signaling that
natural systems across the U.S. and Canada are now being so severely impacted by
human activities that they no longer support the same robust wildlife populations.
Of the nearly 3 billion birds lost, 90
percent belong to 12 families, including
sparrows, warblers, finches, and swallows
—common, widespread species that play
influential roles in food webs and
ecosystem functioning.
Among the steep declines noted, grassland birds are especially hard hit, with a
53-percent reduction in population since
1970. Shorebirds, most of which frequent
sensitive coastal habitats, were already at
dangerously low numbers and have lost
more than one-third of their population.
The volume of spring migration has
dropped by 14 percent in the past decade.
“These data are consistent with what
we’re seeing elsewhere with other taxa
showing massive declines, including insects
and amphibians,” said coauthor Peter Marra,
director of the Georgetown Environment
Initiative at Georgetown University. “It’s
imperative to address immediate and ongoing threats, both because the domino effects
can lead to the decay of ecosystems that

Bird Treaty Act. We can also work to ban
harmful pesticides and properly fund effective bird conservation programs. Each
of us can make a difference with everyday
actions that together can save the lives of
millions of birds—actions like making
windows safer for birds, keeping cats
indoors, and protecting habitat.”
The study also documents a few promising rebounds resulting from galvanized
human efforts. Waterfowl (ducks, geese,
and swans) have made a remarkable recovery over the past 50 years, made
possible by investments in conservation
by hunters and government funding for
wetland protection and restoration.
Raptors such as the bald eagle have also
made spectacular comebacks since the
1970s, after the pesticide DDT was
banned and recovery efforts through
endangered species legislation in the U.S.
and Canada provided critical protection.
“It’s a wake-up call that we’ve lost more
than a quarter of our birds in the U.S. and
Canada,” said coauthor Adam Smith from
Environment and Climate Change Canada.
What our birds need now is an historic,
hemispheric effort with one common goal:
bringing our birds back.”
For more information on how you
can help, and details, visit www.birds.
cornell.edu/home/bring-birds-back/
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Our Chapters and Events
NOTE: Due to the unfolding Coronavirus
situation, NPAT group events have been
cancelled through May. Please check with
the event hosts after that.
CHAPTER MONTHLY MEETINGS
AND REGULAR PROJECTS

Blackland (Dallas) Chapter
Usually meets on the second Tuesday.
blacklandnpat.wordpress.com.

CenTex (Central Texas) Chapter
Usually meets on the first Wednesday
at the Georgetown Public Library.
Indiangrass Prairie workdays are on the
third Sunday • centex@texasprairie.org

A SAMPLING OF SPECIAL EVENTS

Celebrate Earth Day 2020 on Saturday,
April 18 at an all-day event at Tandy Hills.
The event will sponsor an invasive plant
species survey to photo-document invasives.
Prairie Seekers Training
Saturday, May 9 at the Tarrant County
Resource Connection and Stella Rowan
Prairie. The $30 fee covers lunch and
NED
TPOfortworthnpat.
course materials.
POSVisit
wordpress.com/calendar/
Commons Ford Prairie Walk, Austin
on Sunday May 3 at 10 a.m.

Fort Worth Chapter
Usually meets on the second Monday
fortworthnpat.wordpress.com

SAVE THE DATES!

Houston Chapter

Prairies & Wine Day Trip Bus Tour
Saturday, June 20 POSTPONED

Usually meets on the fourth Wednesday
Deer Park Prairie workdays are on the
fourth Saturday • houstonprairie.org

San Antonio Chapter
Usually meets on the first Tuesday
Kirchoff Prairie Restoration Workdays
are on the third Saturday
• texasprairie.org/san-antonio-chapter/

JOIN THE CITY NATURE CHALLENGE!
This year’s event is April 24 to 27.
Get outside in your city and look at nature.
citynaturechallenge.org
NPAT chapters are hosting some events.

Stella Rowan Prairie, Fort Worth
Friday April 24, 1 to 3 p.m.
Make iNaturalist observations with Sam
Kieschnick, TPWD Urban Biologist. Help
the Fort Worth chapter increase the documentation of biodiversity at this special
native prairie remnant.
Spring Wildflower Day
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie
Saturday April 25
A day of family activities will include insect
ED
netting, Pviewing,
and using
OSTPONidentification,
the iNaturalist app.

Nesting Bird Workshop
Kirchoff Family Farm, Floresville
Saturday, April 25
Includes a half day bird walk on the Kirchoff Prairie,
TPONED by a half day of prePOSfollowed
sentations and conservation easement
monitor and surveyor training.
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Ride a luxury bus through the prairies of
Wise, Cooke and Montague counties, known
as the North Texas Hill Country. Prairie experts will narrate the tour with a stop at
LBJ National Grasslands. Then the tour will
head to the 4R Vinyards & Winery in Cooke
County. The day tops off on the historic
Saint Jo square for your choice of shopping,
dinner, and the gallery exhibition of ‘Women
of the West’ at the Davis & Blevins Gallery.
Bus departs/returns at TCC-NW campus in
Fort Worth. For tickets, visit fortworthnpat.
wordpress.com/calendar/

North American Prairie Conference

Board of Directors 2020
Patricia Merkord, President
pat_merkord@texasprairie.org
Lan Shen, President-elect
Lan_shen@texasprairie.org
Ann Sansone, Secretary
Douglas Neaves, Treasurer
Erin Hatchett
Don Kirchoff
Jason Spangler, Past President
Tim Siegmund
Jason Singhurst
Forrest Smith
Michelle Villafranca
Matt Wagner
Wallace Ward III

Executive Director
Kirsti Harms
kirsti_harms@texasprairie.org

Director of Education
Della Barbato
della_barbato@texasprairie.org

NPAT CHAPTERS:

Des Moines, Iowa
July 20-22
The North American Prairie Conference is
America’s oldest and most celebrated native
grassland conference. It has been held
since 1968. This year’s conference will
explore Prairie Conservation in a Changing
World. Twenty-three leading Iowa prairie
enthusiasts are providing support and wisdom to make this a great conference. For
details, visit northamericanprairie.org

Blackland (Dallas)
blacklandnpat.wordpress.com
Central Texas (CenTex)
centex@texasprairie.org
Fort Worth
fortworthnpat.wordpress.com
Houston
houstonprairie.org
San Antonio
texasprairie.org/san-antonio-chapter/

Sign up for our monthly e-newsletter to
stay current on meetings and events. Go
to texasprairie.org to subscribe. Or go to
texasprairie.org/events/ to keep up with
the latest events around the state. Find us
on Facebook and Instagram!

CONTACT NPAT
Visit texasprairie.org
email office@texasprairie.org
---------------415 N. Guadalupe St. PMB 385
San Marcos, TX 78666

SPRING 2020

TO OUR MEMBERS
AND DONORS!
YOUR GENEROUS support of NPAT
makes it possible to carry out our
mission of conserving, restoring and
sharing an appreciation of native
prairies and grasslands. Thanks to all
of you who became Prairie Heroes this
year, and to all of you who renewed
and joined. We appreciate our members and donors at all levels!

Deer Park Prairie Education
Shell Oil Company
Centerpoint Energy
Ebel Ranch Easement
Craig C. Damuth Foundation

Special Donations $400 and up
Philip T. Bee Charitable Trust
Warren W. Pruess
Judith Sear
Mary Waters
Trent Miller
Michelle Villafranca
Erin Hatchett
Pat Merkord
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie
Ian Kress
Native Plant Society of Texas,
Houston Chapter
Don Verser

New Lifetime Member!

In March 2019, Bayou Land Conservancy hosted this group of prairie heroes who helped purchase
Lawther-Deer Park Prairie. Some had not seen the prairie since the original purchase in 2014.

Benefactors
Mickey Burleson
Mr. and Mrs. James Forsyth
Leland Gersbach
Jane W. Miller
Douglas Neaves
Pennisula Neighborhood Association
Hazel and Allen Potvin
Matt Wagner
Mary Waters
Charles and Cynthia Wilcox

Mathews Prairie
Ray and Kim Conrow
Fort Worth Chapter NPAT

Maddin Prairie
In Honor of Rebecca Stelter
David Stelter

Prairie Heroes
Megan McConnell
Joshua Evans
Tom and Sally Gooch
Pam Chamberlain
Antonio Ortiz
Wendy Schneider
Denise Costello
Katy Emde
Margaret Park
Michael Stevenson

Ways To Give
YOUR DONATIONS make a difference for the preservation of
Texas’ natural prairie heritage, while enjoying meetings, workshops, field trips and volunteer activities with other prairie enthusiasts. Be a part of the solution for the many challenges facing
this great American landscape.

In Honor of Mickey Burleson

We depend on your support to help us conserve Texas prairies
and to educate people about their value. NPAT’s programs are supported by gifts, donations, employer matching funds, grants, membership dues and volunteer
efforts. Did you know you can make a direct donation from your IRA distribution?

David & Wendy Todd

Donate your old vehicle, boat, RV to NPAT. Go to careasy.org to find out how.

In Memory of Bob Harms

BEQUESTS Consider making a gift to NPAT in your will. These gifts help us create
a Texas prairie legacy for future generations to experience.

Fonda Fox

Ritva Shanta Friend
Sirpa Harms

Patrons
Sally L. Pian
Anne Weis
Dick and Sharon Schoech

SAVE A PRAIRIE with a donation of property or a conservation easement. Benefits
include: significant tax incentives: estate, income, and capital gains • management and
restoration advice • conservation of family and Texas prairie lands

FOR MORE INFORMATION, visit texasprairie.org,
email us at office@texasprairie.org or call 512-392-2288.
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415 N. Guadalupe St. PMB 385
San Marcos, TX 78666

Sign up for our
email newsletter
at texasprairie.org
and keep up to date
with prairie events
across the state.
...............

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN NPAT!
To join online, visit texasprairie.org and go to
Join/Support and select Become a Member.
Or fill out this form and mail a check to:
Native Prairies Association of Texas
415 N. Guadalupe St. PMB 385,
San Marcos, TX 78666
Membership Categories: 
$1,500 Family Lifetime
$1,000 Lifetime
$500 Patron
$250 Benefactor
$100 Hero
$75 Family
$50 Individual
$35 Student
$35 Senior
New
Renewal

Additional donation __________________________________
Chapter affiliation ___________________________________
Name:__________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________
City:__________________________ State: ______________
Zip:_______________
Phone:________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________
I’m interested in prairies because:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIPS
JOIN at the Prairie Hero, Benefactor or Patron level.
New Lifetime and Family Lifetime members will also
receive a gift. As a token of our appreciation for your
support, we’ll send you a Prairie Skies postcard collection and a “Keeping Texas Prairie” bumper sticker.

